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Jessica did not know when she 
started donating blood that her 
daughter Kimber was going to 
need a transfusion.   
 
Following surgery to remove a 
malignant neuroblastoma, Kimber 
needed a blood transfusion to regain her strength.   
 


Kimber seems to be doing well today.   
 
Now when Jessica donates, at each blood 
drive, she is keenly aware of the gift she is 
providing that can save someone’s life.   


 
 
Pictures: 
Jessica gives blood with Kimber at her side 
Kimber 
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Kimber McGinley 
Valentine, Nebraska 


On July 14 , 2008 18 month old Kimber’s mother, Jessica, a regular donor at the Rotary 
Sponsored Blood Drives in Valentine, Nebraska, noticed 
a lump in Kimber’s abdomen.   


Kimber had a CT scan that showed a tumor in her 
abdomen that was dangerous close to her spine.  The 
follow week, on July 21, Kimber was taken to the 
hospital to prepare for the biopsy.  The doctor determined 
he could safely remove the entire tumor. 


The tumor was it was cancerous but it was a stage 1 
tumor not a stage 3 like they originally thought.  A bioscopy showed that the mass was 
neuroblastoma, but with it encapsulated, that Kimber did not need chemotherapy or other 
treatment.  The family was told that Kimber only has a 10%-15% chance of it 
coming back.  


The next morning the family reported that Kimber was pretty tired and 
uncomfortable during the night. She lost about 180-200ml of blood, so they did a 
transfusion in the night giving her back 200ml of blood.   


Kimber made periodic trips to the hospital throughout the summer, fall and winter for CT scans 
and other tests.  The results have been great. As of the latest report, they see NO signs of cancer 
or a tumor!  


Although only one unit of blood was needed during this procedure, the energy provided by the 
transfusion was a vital part of the process of Kimber’s recovery. 
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Kimber McGinley 
Valentine, Nebraska 


“On Monday night, July 14, 2008 we noticed a lump in Kimber's abdomen when we were 
changing her diaper. She turned 19 months old on the 15th.”  


Kimber’s mother, Jessica, a 
regular donor at the Rotary 
Sponsored Blood Drives in 
Valentine, Nebraska, wrote on 
the blog of the website, 
carepages.com, a site that 
“connects family and friends 
during a health challenge.”   


After taking her to the clinic, 
Kimber had a CT scan that 
showed a tumor in her abdomen 
that was dangerous close to her 
spine.  Her parents were told to 
take her to Children’s Hospital 


in Omaha where the doctors confirmed a large tumor attached to the main artery and vein going 
to the lower body.  Because of the size and location, the doctors thought they would need to 
shrink the tumor with chemotherapy before it could be removed.  At the outset, the doctors 
thought it was a stage 3 cancer.  According to her parents, Kimber remained happy and healthy 
seeming through all of this and had little discomfort.   


The follow week, on July 21, Kimber was taken to the hospital to prepare for the biopsy.  When 
they started surgery, the surgeon first attached a “port” in her chest to get blood samples and give 
medicine and fluids.  After he began to examine the tumor the surgeon talked to the family and 
told them he thought the mass was not as attached as they previously believed.  He wanted to 
know if he could just try to take it all out instead of only a biopsy.  


We said "Absolutely!”  
 
It took a while for him to remove the mass. Originally he thought it would only take 1 1/2 
to 2hrs to do the port, biopsy, and bone marrow. I think it was about four and 3/4 hours 
when he came out and showed us some pictures and told us that he got the whole mass. 
They don't try to get microscopic pieces out, but he thought that the mass was pretty self 
contained and he got the mass itself out. He had to peel/scrape it off of a couple things it 
was touching as well… 
 
He said everything else looked healthy and was growing normally even though the tumor 
was in there. They left the port in and took some bone marrow and will test it. With the 
mass gone now, it will significantly lower the amount of chemotherapy she needs and we 
are HOPEFUL now for no chemo! We will have to follow CT scans to make sure there is 
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no mass growing back. The tumor was favorable and mature. That is good. If it was 
immature, it would be aggressive, but he felt that it was mature and stable. 


 
The next morning the family reported that Kimber was pretty tired and uncomfortable during the 
night. She lost about 180-200ml of blood, so they did a transfusion 
in the night giving her back 200ml of blood.  The reported that Kimber 
was pretty warm most of the night also, which is normal.  They also said 
they didn't think she was really in pain, just uncomfortable with the 
waking up, the incisions, the cords, the low fever, having to be still, etc. 


The second day after surgery, Kimber was tired of being in her room so she and her family went 
to the play room where they have lots of toys and books for the patients. She was excited to play 
with the toys. Reports were that the family had a hard time following behind her with the IV 
pole. 


The next report was posted on July 25 and started with “It's all great news!” 


Kimber did have a tumor (a little bigger than a softball); it was a neuroblastoma, it was 
cancerous but it was a stage 1 tumor not a stage 3 like they thought.  They took it all out, her 
bones were reported to be good and healthy, she did not need further treatment, no 
chemotherapy, no radiation, just a couple more CT scans to follow up and 
make sure that it is not growing back or there is another one.  They were 
told that she only has a 10%-15% chance of it coming back.  


With Kimber’s port still implanted in her chest, for any further treatment 
that might be necessary, she was dismissed from the hospital to go home to 
Valentine for a month.  


“We went down there with a little girl with a terminal illness thinking we would live there 
for the next 2 years and within a week we are back home and we believe her body is 
cancer free!” 


Kimber made periodic trips back to Omaha throughout the summer, fall and winter for CT scans 
and other tests.  The results have been great. As of the latest report, they see NO signs of cancer 
or a tumor! The port will be kept in until the CT scans are all done or as long as the port is 
working. This makes it easier to give her medicines without have to stick Kimber when she 
needs blood drawn or contrast fluid injected into her veins. If the port is out, she would have had 
to held down and an IV started each time.  


Although only one unit of blood was needed during this procedure, the energy provided by 
the transfusion was a vital part of the process of Kimber’s recovery. 


Quotes:  http://www.carepages.com/carepages/kimberlydia 
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Rotary Blood Drive 
Valentine Nebraska 
 
Valentine Nebraska has a long history of blood donation.  Red Cross workers have to travel 260 
miles (420 kilometers), round trip, by car to come to the small city of Valentine, Nebraska, USA, 
when the Valentine Rotary Club has a blood drive every two months.  
 


Valentine - nicknamed America's Heart City - has a population of 
less than 3,000 inhabitants. In spite of the distance, the American 
Red Cross sends personnel to Valentine to carry out the 
professional bleed of the donors and bring the blood back to the 
city of North Platte in neighboring Lincoln County, where the 
nearest blood bank is located.  
 
Valentine Rotary Club began 
sponsoring local blood drives in 


January 2003. The blood drive in Valentine has become a 
social gathering. Donors love getting together with their 
friends and neighbors, giving blood and sitting down to visit 
over a cup of orange juice, and a sandwich or a cookie. .  
 
Pictures:  
Bob Stetter donating blood 
Jessica McGinley giving blood with Kimber at her side 
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Rotary Blood Drive 
Valentine Nebraska 
 
Valentine Nebraska has a long history of blood donation as reported below: 
 
Valentine - a place unlike anything you've seen  
 
Editors: Cumlet, Haagen P., Ellen Mack 
 
Red Cross workers have to travel 260 miles (420 kilometers), round trip, by car to come to the 
small city of Valentine, Nebraska, USA, when the Valentine Rotary Club has a blood drive every 
two months. "We are out in the sticks, a long way from anywhere," says William R. "Bob" 
Stetter, member of Valentine Rotary Club and serving as Governor 2007-08 for District 5630.  
 


Valentine - nicknamed America's Heart City - has a population of 
less than 3,000 inhabitants. In spite of the distance, the American 
Red Cross sends personnel to Valentine to carry out the 
professional bleed of the donors and bring the blood back to the 
city of North Platte in neighboring Lincoln County, where the 
nearest blood bank is located. This was before Kimber McGinley 
ever needed blood.  Her mother was a donor  early on with no idea 
that her daughter at age 19 months would be diagnosed with a 
childhood cancer and need blood during treatment. (see related 


story) 
 
Valentine Rotary Club began sponsoring local blood drives in January 2003, and by May, 2008, 
2,595 units of blood had been collected on behalf of the American Red Cross since January 16, 
2003, the tally showed.  At the time of this writing, the next 
Rotary sponsored blood drive was scheduled for March 5, 
2009.    
 
The blood drive in Valentine "has almost become a social 
gathering. Donors love getting together with their friends 
and neighbors, giving blood and sitting down to visit over a 
cup of orange juice, and a sandwich or a cookie. It is a great 
way to see old and new friends," Bob Stetter explains.  
 
Pictures:  
Bob Stetter donating blood 
Jessica McGinley giving blood with Kimber at her side 
 
 
Parts of this story are already posted on http://www.ourblooddrive.org/ 
 
 








 
THE SUBJECT(S) OF THESE ARTICLES HAVE COMPLETED AND SIGNED THE FOLLOWING 


 AUTHORIZATIONS TO PUBLISH, REPRODUCE, USE, AND SHARE. 
 


THE ORIGINAL AUTHORIZATIONS ARE ON FILE WITH THE 
 GLOBAL NETWORK FOR BLOOD DONATIONS, A ROTARIAN ACTION GROUP 


  (contact lifestory@ourblooddrive.org) 
 
 
 


AUTHORIZATION TO PUBLISH, REPRODUCE, 
USE AND SHARE  


 
 I authorize the Global Network for Blood Donation, a Rotarian Action Group (“GNBD”) to publish, reproduce, use, and share with others  


my story and picture in any medium for the purpose of promoting blood donation, and I authorize any others to use the story and image for the same 


purpose. 


 Signed: ____________________ __________, 20_______. 
    [Month]                      [Day] 


______________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature 


Printed Name__________________________________________________________________ 


Address_______________________________________________________________________ 


City,  State or Provence ______________________________________________________ 


Country_______________________________________________________________________ 


 
IF A MINOR CHILD IS FEATURED 


 
AUTHORIZATION TO PUBLISH, REPRODUCE, 


USE AND SHARE  - MINOR CHILD'S STORY 
 


 I authorize the Global Network for Blood Donation, a Rotarian Action Group (“GNBD”) to publish, reproduce, use, and share with others  


my minor child's story and picture in any medium for the purpose of promoting blood donation, and I authorize any others to use the story and image 


for the same purpose. 


 Signed: ____________________ __________, 20_______. 
    [Month]                      [Day] 


Child's Name (please print) _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent's  Signature:____________________________________________________________________ 
 


Printed Name__________________________________________________________________ 


Address_______________________________________________________________________ 


City,  State or Provence ______________________________________________________ 


Country_______________________________________________________________________ 


 




















