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 Nina Kolenc  
Maribor, Slovenia 
 
“MAGNUM EST VIS HUMANITATIS” (Cicero) 
“Magnificent is the power of humankind” (Cicero) 
“Veličastna je moč človečnosti” (Cicero) 
  
As a Regional coordinator(RCO) for Slovenia in Multi-district 1910 (Austria, Bosnia & 
Herzegovina, Croatia, Hungary, Slovenia), Nina Kolenc a high school teacher in Maribor, 
Slovenia, helped initiate a blood donation-brotherhood project on World Rotaract Week in 
March 2006. This project has influenced similar blood drives in many countries across numbers 
of continents.  Nina said  


“We wanted to take a small step towards a big difference.” 
 


Nina says that Rotaract was not well known in her coutry among Rotarians and she felt that, 
through this project, they could all do something together. It turned out later to be without 
borders, quickly moving from local to global.  
 
The project has been very successful.  It was initially planned to take place during a single week 
but that was extended at the beginning.  Not long after the initial project, a blood drive was 
organized in Sao Paulo, Brazil. And then, Rotaract Club of Mella, Ethiopia, organized a Blood 
Drive. The most recent count showed that the idea has spread to 23 
countries, over five continents.   
 
Through this simple beginning, blood is being 
donated in Austria, Bangladesh, Bosnia 
&Herzegovina, Brazil, Canada, Croatia, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, France, Hungary, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Philipinness, Nepal, New Zeland, Samoa, 
Serbia, Slovenia, Tanzania, Turkey, Ukraine, Uruguay, USA 
and spreading each year. Through this project more than 1000 
RI blood donors and their friends have united. 
 
The project has had recognition since it began.  It placed second in the Best European Social 
Project (BESP) chosen by the Rotaract Europe board in 2007. The project was presented 
internationally at European Rotaract Convention (EUCO), Milano, 2007, and at the Breakout 
Session at Rotary International Convention (RIC), Los Angeles, USA. 


 
Nina Kolenc is daughter of Alojzij, RC Maribor member, and Ljudmila, 
IWC Maribor member. Her brother, Matej, past RAC Maribor member, 
introduced her to Rotaract club Maribor. Nina is a charter member of Global 
Network for Blood Donors, Rotarian action group (GNBD) and has served 
as board member the last two years. After being a member of RAC Maribor, 
honorable member of RAC Celje, RCO for Slovenia in RID 1910, DRR in 
1910 (Austria, Bosnia &Herzegovina, Croatia, Slovenia), charter and board 


member of GNBD, she joined RC Maribor Lent, chartered on 18th April 2009.  







 


 


 
Nina says that the idea came from a personal experience. Eight years ago when she was 21, her 
heart stopped suddenly due to fibrillation that caused cardiac arrest. No blood could be pumped 
to her body. She was declared clinically dead.  She recovered but she says that:  


“I did not forget that life is short and that humans are mortal.  For me, the life blood is 
the symbol.  When someone donates blood he or she is giving life to someone else and 
helping the blood circulate.”   


 
Today Nina is a PE teacher.  She has finished the Faculty of sports, University of Ljubljana, 
Slovenia, and is currently working on her master of science thesis (Faculty of Social Sciences, 
also at the University of Ljubljana). 
 
The blood drive, with Nina as a primary driver behind it, continues in its 4th year primarily in 
Rotarian family clubs in Slovenia. 
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Nina Kolenc  
Maribor, Slovenia 
  
As a member of the Rotaract club, a Rotary-sponsored service club for young men and women 
ages 18 to 30, Nina Kolenc a high school teacher in Maribor, Slovenia, helped initiate a project 
which, in turn, influenced similar projects in many countries across numbers of continents.  
Rotaract Slovenia decided to make a small humanitarian project: donating blood to local 
hospitals.  Nina said  
 


“We wanted to take a small step towards a big difference.”  
 


Nina says that Rotaract was not well known program in her coutry among Rotarians and she felt 
that through this project they could all do something together...its simple, so everyone can do it. 
It turned out later to be without borders, quickly moving from local to global.  
 
The project has been very successful.  It was initially planned to take place during a single week 
but that was extended the first year.  Not long after, a blood drive was organized in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. Soon the Rotaract Club of Mella, Ethiopia, 
organized a Blood Drive. The 
most recent count showed that 
the idea has spread to many 
countries over five continents, 
Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe 
and South America.  This 
project has united more than 
1000 members of  Rotary International  and their friends as 
blood donors. 


     
Through this simple beginning, blood is being donated in Brazil, Egypt, Ethiopia, Hungary, 
Nepal, Samoa, Slovenia, Ukraine, Tanzania, Turkey, Uruguay and spreading each year.  
 
Nina says that the idea came from a personal experience. Eight years ago when she was 21, her 


heart stopped suddenly due to fibrillation that caused cardiac arrest. No 
blood could be pumped to her body. She was declared clinically dead.  She 
recovered but she says that:  
 
“I did not forget that life is short and that humans are mortal.  For me, the 
life blood is the symbol.  When someone donates blood he or she is giving 
life to someone else and helping the blood to circulate.”   


 
Today Nina is healthy thanks to those blood donations and  is a physical education teacher.  She 
has finished the Faculty of sports, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia, and is currently working on 
her master thesis (Faculty of social sciences, also at the University of Ljubljana). 
 
The blood drive, with Nina as a primary driver behind it, continues in its 4th year primarily in 
Rotarian family clubs in Slovenia.  Nine has long been a wonderful role model for other young 







 


 


people especially those in Rotaract.  With her bright smile, she is a living example of how blood 
donations save lives.  
  
 





		Nina Kolenc

		Maribor, Slovenia






 


 


Nina Kolenc  
Maribor, Slovenia 
  
 Eight years ago when she was 21, Nina’s heart stopped suddenly due to fibrillation that caused 


cardiac arrest. No blood could be pumped to her body. She was declared 
clinically dead.  She recovered but she says that:  
 
“I did not forget that life is short and that humans are mortal.  For me, the 
life blood is the symbol.  When someone donates blood he or she is giving life 
to someone else and helping the blood to circulate.”   


 
 
In 2004, as a member of the Rotaract club, a Rotary-sponsored service club for young men and 
women ages 18 to 30, Nina, healthy and vibrant,  is now a high school teacher in Maribor, 
Slovenia, helped initiate a blood donation project in her community which, in turn, influenced 
similar projects in many countries across numbers of continents.   Nina said  
 


“We wanted to take a small step towards a big difference.”  
 


The project has been very successful.  It moved quickly from local to global.  
Not long after, a similar blood drive was organized in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Soon the Rotaract Club 
of Mella, Ethiopia, organized a Blood Drive. The most 
recent count showed that the 
model has spread to many 
countries over five continents. 
This project has united more 
than 1000 members of Rotary 
International  who are  blood 
donors and their friends. 


     
Through this simple beginning, blood is being donated in Brazil, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Hungary, Nepal, Samoa, Slovenia, Ukraine, Tanzania, Turkey, Uruguay and 
spreading each year.  
 





		Nina Kolenc

		Maribor, Slovenia






 
THE SUBJECT(S) OF THESE ARTICLES HAVE COMPLETED AND SIGNED THE FOLLOWING 


 AUTHORIZATIONS TO PUBLISH, REPRODUCE, USE, AND SHARE. 
 


THE ORIGINAL AUTHORIZATIONS ARE ON FILE WITH THE 
 GLOBAL NETWORK FOR BLOOD DONATIONS, A ROTARIAN ACTION GROUP 


  (contact lifestory@ourblooddrive.org) 
 
 
 


AUTHORIZATION TO PUBLISH, REPRODUCE, 
USE AND SHARE  


 
 I authorize the Global Network for Blood Donation, a Rotarian Action Group (“GNBD”) to publish, reproduce, use, and share with others  


my story and picture in any medium for the purpose of promoting blood donation, and I authorize any others to use the story and image for the same 


purpose. 


 Signed: ____________________ __________, 20_______. 
    [Month]                      [Day] 


______________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature 


Printed Name__________________________________________________________________ 


Address_______________________________________________________________________ 


City,  State or Provence ______________________________________________________ 


Country_______________________________________________________________________ 


 
IF A MINOR CHILD IS FEATURED 


 
AUTHORIZATION TO PUBLISH, REPRODUCE, 


USE AND SHARE  - MINOR CHILD'S STORY 
 


 I authorize the Global Network for Blood Donation, a Rotarian Action Group (“GNBD”) to publish, reproduce, use, and share with others  


my minor child's story and picture in any medium for the purpose of promoting blood donation, and I authorize any others to use the story and image 


for the same purpose. 


 Signed: ____________________ __________, 20_______. 
    [Month]                      [Day] 


Child's Name (please print) _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent's  Signature:____________________________________________________________________ 
 


Printed Name__________________________________________________________________ 


Address_______________________________________________________________________ 


City,  State or Provence ______________________________________________________ 


Country_______________________________________________________________________ 


 















