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... 00 HOST a baby shower!

TAKE THIS ADVICE FROM FLORIDA KIWANIANS WHO HOST THE WORLD’S GREATEST
BABY SHOWER IN MIAMI-DADE AND BRING THE PARTY TO YOUR TOWN.

hat do you do when a pandemic
\/\/ forces you to change plans — and

then literal showers rain on your
outdoor baby shower? That was the chal-
lenge for the Kiwanis Club of Northeast
Miami-Dade, Florida, and The World’s
Greatest Drive Thru Baby Shower 2020.

The solution? They kept working.

The baby shower, which went “drive
thru” for safety due to COVID-19, is just
one part of the Northeast Miami-Dade
Club’s expanded signature project: The
World’s Greatest Babies, which was creat-
ed by the club’s Early Childhood Commit-
tee, co-chaired by Diana Ragbeer Murray
and 1990-91 Kiwanis International Presi-
dent Wil Blechman. :

“Even though it rained for much of the
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afternoon — a shower in its truest sense —
the rain didn’t dampen the spirits of our
volunteers or parents,” says Ragbeer Mur-
ray. “Besides the long line of cars, we even
had a mom pull up with a baby stroller
and a dad in an electric wheelchair, giving
new meaning to a drive-thru event.”

The event is modeled on a smaller baby
shower event in Titusville, Florida, that
had lasted about 20 years. The Titusville
Club shared its information with Blech-
man, allowing his club to replicate.

“The program started as The World’s
Greatest Baby Shower 2019, and it was
attended by more than 500 people,” says
Ragbeer Murray. “This single event has
since evolved into a full-fledged year-
round program that’s still growing, thanks
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in part to support from partners
and club members, including Past
President Ed Margolis.”

After the success of the North-
east Miami-Dade Kiwanis Club,
Blechman says, clubs in countries
where baby showers are a tradi-
tion could stage similar events
with similar planning.

“The more parents know about
caring for Mom during pregnancy
and what is actually happening
in that little body and brain after
birth, the more likely the child
will develop optimally,” Blech-
man says. “Our program gives
Mom and Dad knowledge to help
them do the best for their baby.”

What happens at the World’s Great-
est Baby Shower?

The event offers information for
new and expecting parents in a
fun-filled environment, Ragbeer
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Murray says. Here are just a few

of the things you'll find:

e Appearances by local officials
and celebrities.

e Health, parenting, early child-
hood and prenatal experts.

e Resources from participating
organizations such as Healthy
Start, United Way and The
Early Learning Coalition.

e Workshops on parenting skills,
nutrition for pregnant moms,
breastfeeding, prenatal health

and more.

* Raffles for prizes such as car
seats, strollers and high chairs.

e Projects for kids, such as puppet
making, storytelling and yoga.

What happens the rest of year?
The baby shower is just one
piece of a larger project. Here are
a few others:

Newsletters

The World’s Greatest Babies
newsletters are produced
biweekly and contain articles
on topics such as prenatal

care, healthy pregnancies,
breastfeeding, early childhood
development, keeping babies
healthy and safe, parenting and
fatherhood involvement. The
newsletter is sent to all parents
who registered for the 2019 and
2020 showers, those in partner
networks and parents who sub-
scribe on the website.

Radio/video shows

The World’s Greatest Babies
radio/video shows are for new
and expecting moms and dads —
as well as grandparents, aunts,
uncles and caregivers. The shows
provide important information on
healthy pregnancies, childbirth,
breastfeeding, babies’ brain and
socio-emotional development,
early education and care, father

involvement and more.




With approximately 20,000
listeners, the shows feature expert
obstetricians, pediatricians and
early childhood specialists partici-

pating via Zoom or phone call.
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The Kiwanis club credits the ) T NS e i s '

project’s success to partners and g ¢ Kiwanis &

sponsors who act as members ‘ . %
.

of the planning committee. In
addition, Key Club members help

out, and a volunteer from a local
academy school assists with web-
site and social media postings, as
well as newsletter formatting.
Ready to host a baby shower?
Visit wgbabyshower.org and get
the club’s manual by emailing
wgbabyshower@gmail.com.
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SHOW MUST GO ON
CAR SHOW SUCCESS
AT A SAFE DISTANCE

BACK ON TRACK
RESOLUTIONS FOR
YOU AND YOUR CLUB

iT’S A BABY SHOWER
USE THESE TIPS
TO HOSTYOUR OWN

ASEBALL LEGEND AND A DEDICATED TAN IAN. HIS LIFE OF COMMUNITY
BY HIS FAITH AND HIS DEVOTIBN TO THE YOUTH,OF OHIO.




