
 

 

Phone:  
 (810) 282.1199  
Mailing address:   
P.O. Box 311109 
Flint, MI 48531  

 

Physical address: 
3010 S. Dye Rd. 
Flint, MI 48507  

 

Website:  
www.unlocktheirfuture.org  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bet.com/Assets/BET/Published/image/jpeg/a40fd113-bacc-e3a0-7966-d60f563b8565-News_BB_Crying_Girl.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bet.com/News/NewsArticleEducationInSchoolSpankings.htm&usg=__1vv1zi90u38riB6K4AAA_1IO2kQ=&h=140&w=234&sz=12&hl=en&start=65&itbs=1&tbnid=4dovMwVfXpKUJM:&tbnh=65&tbnw=109&prev=/images?q=black+children+crying&start=60&hl=en&sa=N&imgtype=photo&as_st=y&ndsp=20&ie=UTF-8&tbs=isch:1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.racismreview.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2008/07/child-crying.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.racismreview.com/blog/2008/07/&usg=__egZwBebm5uN5cDCkcivg9ZDijas=&h=323&w=425&sz=20&hl=EN&start=87&itbs=1&tbnid=00-L3EkBV21H_M:&tbnh=96&tbnw=126&prev=/images?q=crying+children&start=80&hl=EN&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&ie=UTF-8&tbs=isch:1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.popsucker.net/images/popsucker/sadchild.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.popsucker.net/2007/12/pictures_of_sad_children.html&usg=__2pr20HNZeey--mf8HsL_SZ4LMrY=&h=326&w=266&sz=21&hl=EN&start=2&itbs=1&tbnid=2CHKmh2M_UDzdM:&tbnh=118&tbnw=96&prev=/images%3Fq%3DSad%2Bchildren%26hl%3DEN%26gbv%3D2%26ie%3DUTF-8%26tbs%3Disch:1


Ȱ.ÅÖÅÒ ÄÏÕÂÔ ÔÈÁÔ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÆÕÌȟ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÄȟ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓ ÃÁÎ 
ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ )ÎÄÅÅÄȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÖÅÒ ÈÁÓȢȱ                                                               
                                                                                                                         Margaret Mead  

                                                                                       February 20, 2019 
 
Dear Valued Community Member, 
  
Every child deserves to feel valued and dream of a bright future.  
But some children have more obstacles to overcome than others to achieve 
success.  
  
For nearly 20 years, Motherly Intercession has existed to support, educate and 
empower area children whose mother or father is, or has been, incarcerated in 
Genesee County Jail.   
We are very proud of the positive impact Motherly Intercession has made to 
improve the quality of life in this community and excited to share our goals for the 
future.  
  
Meeting with influencers such as you throughout the Greater Flint community 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅ ÏÕÒ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÇÏÁÌ ÔÏ ÒÁÉÓÅ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ×ÏÒË ÁÎÄ ÈÅÌÐ 
more area children.  We would appreciate the opportunity for one of our 
representatives to meet with you for a brief discussion on how Motherly 
)ÎÔÅÒÃÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÔ ÌÁÒÇÅ ÃÁÎ ×ÏÒË ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ Ȱ5ÎÌÏÃË 4ÈÅ &ÕÔÕÒÅȱ 
and break the cycle of intergenerational incarceration among this very troubled 
population of children.  
  
To respect your time, our discussion will not exceed 30 minutes.  To respond to 
this invitation, please contact Shirley Cochran by calling (810) 282-1199. Thank 
you for considering this invitation to meet and help to strengthen community 
connections.   
  
  
Sincerely, 
  
Henry Tidwell  Ellen Peter 
Captain Jason Gould                             Shirley Cochran 
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 Our mission  
 

Please visit online  
for our visual Mission Statement. 

 

Is to break the cycle of intergenerational incarceration, and 

help to save the lives of innocent children whose mother 

or father is currently, or was previously, incarcerated. 

Our vision 
Is for the children of incarcerated parents to realize their 

ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŘŜǎǘƛƴȅ Χ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǎǘƛƴȅΣ ŀƴŘ 

strive to chart a successful career path for themselves. 

Disclaimer 
It is not the intent of our Executive Board of Directors, 

Advisory Board, Donors, Staff nor Volunteers to diminish 

the impact that the crimes committed by the incarcerated 

parent has made on other families, local businesses or our 

community as a whole. We DO NOT condone any action 

that does not fall within the guidelines of the law! 

άaƻǘƘŜǊƭȅ LƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘΦ   
I mean the best place in the world.  
bƻǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƻǇ ƛǘΦέ 

   Damarion, 10 year old RACS+ student. 

https://youtu.be/f17fRWVbYuw


Historical Background 
     

                      Motherly Intercession was founded as a grassroots organization in 1999                      

                          when Shirley Cochran and six members of the community committed to 

organizing a meaningful service project in the Genesee County Jail for children whose 

incarcerated mother would not be home with them for Christmas.  Since then, this work 

Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭŀōƻǊ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ {ƘƛǊƭŜȅ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

for the past 20 years and received no monetary compensation for her efforts during the 

first ten years.  

      The organization  received its temporary 501C (3) status in 2001 and evolved to a 

ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƴƻƴǇǊƻŦƛǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘǎΩ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ рлм / όоύ !ǇǊƛƭ нлΣ нллсΦ  CƻǊ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ нл 

years, Motherly Intercession has continued to provide a wealth of wrap around programs 

and services both in the Genesee County Jail and at its facility located at 3010 S. Dye Rd. ς 

Flint, MI 48507.  To date, the organization and Shirley has received 21 awards and 

acknowledgements for its work in the Genesee County community.  

     aƻǘƘŜǊƭȅ LƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ Ψǎ 9ƳǇƛǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ±ŀƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ aƻŘŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ 

evaluated during a two-year (2009 ς 2011) research project in collaboration with Dr. Alison 

Miller Ph. D, and the University of Michigan - Ann Arbor School of Public Health.  The 

project was funded by the National Institutes of Health (NIH), and the Michigan Institute 

for Clinical & Health Research (MICHR).   

     The program model is unique, innovative, and takes a very comprehensive approach to 

responding to the needs of this population of children, their incarcerated parents and 

alternate caregivers.  



Through no fault of their own, these children are left behind to  
cope with the negative consequences of; 

 

Á Losing their parent(s) to incarceration. 
Á Having their health and lives placed at risk by the Flint Water Crisis. 
Á Living in generational poverty. 
Á Living in communities and homes where drugs, crime, violence, 

incarceration and even death are an accepted part of life.  
Á Constantly experiencing home instability and shifts in caregivers, which in 

many cases; results in new schools, loss of friends and familiar surroundings. 
Á Becoming victims of, or being placed at risk for, sexual and emotional abuse, 

and neglect. 

òFailure to provide these 

children the love, support, 

guidance and opportunity for 

success they need;  Is nurturing 

the next generation of 

incarcerated parents! ó 
                                              Shirley Cochran 

Why these children? 

Impact on the children. 

 

 

A jail or prison sentence for  
a mother or father is, by 
extension, punishment for 
their children. 
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 Jameshia (Ms. J) came to Motherly Intercession at the young age of 13 

years old.   Her mother, who was her primary caregiver suddenly passed 

ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ мсΦ  {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ aƻǘƘŜǊƭȅ LƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ 

and Counting to Success (RACS) program students to graduate from high 

school. In May of 2014, she reached her first professional goal by  

Our Proven Success 

RACS+ Academic Success 
Student Academic Growth Outcomes for the 2017τ18 school year  

Percent of students who   
increased in  Reading: 

   82% - increased grade equivalency 

  46% - increased 1 grade level 

  14% - increased 2 grade levels 

Percent of students who  
increased in Math: 

 79% - increased grade equivalency 

 29% - increased 1 grade level 

   4% - increased 2 grade levels 

graduating from Mott Community College with two Associate's Degrees.  She 

continued her employment at Motherly Intercession as a Peer Mentor while she 

continued her studies at the University of Michigan ς Cƭƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 

5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪΦ  ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ 

is gainfully employed in the Flint community.   
 

Jameshia attributes much of her success and professional achievements to the wrap 

around support that she received from Motherly Intercession during her fundamental 

ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ   άThe resources, services and  support that Motherly Intercession 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ L ŀƳ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΦέ                     Jameshia 



Our Programs at  
Motherly Intercession 

Reading And Counting to Success PLUS (RACS+)  
Afterschool Tutorial Program 

 

Our RACS+ program is a high-quality, innovative, Tutoring, Coaching and Mentoring  
afterschool program that offers homework assistance, tutoring in reading, math, 
computer lab access four evenings per week throughout the traditional school year 
and a Summer Day Camp.  The primary focus for RACS+ is to; 

 

Á Improve academic performance in the traditional classroom. 
Á Increase graduation rates and decreasing dropout rates. 
Á Increase enrollment in post-secondary education or career preparation. 

 

3-2-5 School Readiness (3-2-5) 
3-2 -5 is a sub component of the RACS+ program. This program focuses on  

school readiness preparation social skills, pre-literacy, and numeracy.  
 

N-Touch Ready to Work (NTRTW)  
Job & Life Skills Training. 

The primary focus of this program is to reduce the risk of criminal activity  
among youth by providing them access to job and life skills training  

ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ άŦƛǊǎǘ Ƨƻō ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  
 

Strengthening Incarcerated Families (SIF)  
SIF is an empirically validated program that focuses on helping the entire  

family to reduce their levels of incarcerated related stress.   
 

Resiliency Support Group 
Resiliency is a self-help support group which offers mothers, fathers  

and alternate caregivers a means of receiving and sharing mutual  

support that enables them to build the resiliency they need to face  

they challenges they face daily.  
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