
  

 

OLYMPIA YACHT CLUB 

March 2013 

V onnie and I recently represented OYC at the Lakefair Coronation (which will now be held 

in February, rather than during Lakefair) and were once again struck with how poised and 

articulate the young ladies were in their presentations.  They represented all seven public 

schools in our area and gave interesting and moving speeches, before answering a single ques-

tion, that none of them had heard before: what one word would they use to describe our area to 

a stranger to Olympia?  I was struck by all of the answers, but one was given three times: Di-

versity.  Those giving that answer expressed their appreciation of how many different people 

they’ve encountered in their time in Olympia and how that has expanded their horizons.  I then 

attended a scholarship celebration at Saint Martin’s University (my alma mater), in honor of the 

recipient of the endowed scholarship named for my late father, Mike Contris, who taught there 

for 50 years.  The young lady was bright, well-spoken and very interesting.  She’s finishing up 

a double major, in Theater and Sociology/Anthropology, and hopes to get into the AmeriCorps teaching program in an 

east coast inner city school.  And then, finally for this thought, I’ve been so positively struck by the incredible young 

people serving in our military at this time.  Every time I see them at Foofaraw they blow me away with their maturity 

and commitment to the future of our country.  The purpose of this paragraph?  My exposure to all of these fine young 

folks, many of whom our club has served and supported, has left me filled with a sense of immense hope for the future of 

our country and club. 

 

Vonnie and I attended the Toliva Shoals dinner, the night before the race, and met so many enthusiastic and excited rac-

ers, even though the predicted weather was clear and calm.  Sure enough, the race was declared finished at Johnson 

Point, but those I talked with from our club stated that they had a spectacular time in any case.  I’m so glad that our club 

is able to support this important event! 

 

By the time this comes to you we’ll have enjoyed Fleet Captain Power Theresa Madden’s first major event, our annual 

Sweetheart’s Cruise.  I’m sure it was a wonderful event, given the planning that Theresa has put into it.  Thanks so much 

FCP! 

 

Vonnie and I will be attending three Commodore’s Balls during March: Rainier YC, Edmonds YC and Everett YC.  I’m 

sure these will all be wonderful events, but I’m so thankful to IPC Les Thompson for her efforts on our Commodore’s 

Ball; I’m still receiving compliments on the event.  Kudos and thanks, IPC Les! 

 

And, as always, I’m here to help. 

 

Commodore Mike Contris 

M/V Maya 

Commodore 

Captain Mike Contris 
First Mate Yvonne Contris 

M/V Maya 
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First and most important, we want to give our sincere condolences to Dixie and the Ellis 

family over the loss of Eng.  My memories of Eng will always be his consistent smile and 

good natured attitude. Eng was a consistent contributor and important part of Olympia 

Yacht Club for so many years. He will truly be missed. 

 

With the arrival of March we usually start getting “teaser” weather. Occasional sun, less 

frosty mornings and the strong desire to go boating! 

 

March is also nominations month and it appears we have a full slate of candidates for all 

positions.  

 

Just wanted to mention our summer Barbeques on the deck.  We have been having them on Wednesdays and this has 

made it impossible for our sailing racers to attend.  So this year we are changing the night to Thursdays so all our mem-

bers can enjoy the dinners. 

 

Debra and I have enjoyed our Junior Officers Balls with the Grand 14. Our last two are Seattle at the end of February 

and we saved the best for last….OYC on March 16th. Hope lots of you decide to attend! 

 

Hard to believe how fast our time on the Bridge has been flying by.  I can’t believe it has been almost two years and 

our Commodore year is fast approaching. It has been a pleasure serving with Commodore Mike and 1st Mate Vonnie. 

 

See you on the water! 

VC  Jeff 

1st Mate Debra 

M/V Papa’s Dream 

Vice Commodore 
Captain Jeff Pape 

First Mate Debra Pape 
M/V Papa’s Dream 

Hello all, hope all of you who at-

tended the Sweethearts Cruise had a 

great time and wonderful food. I 

know FCP Theresa and Rich did a 

great job. I was unable for the first 

time in 13 years to attend due to my 

kids coming up for the weekend 

from Oregon with my newest grand-

daughter Chloe. Sorry to have 

missed a great time. 

 

Time is winding down soon for nominations of new 

Bridge and Board members. Please give me a call soon 

if you are interested in any positions. Nominations will 

take place at the April dinner meeting. I am especially 

looking for Board members and a secretary. I encourage 

you to participate. The club needs your help with im-

portant issues that will be coming up this year. 

Past Commodore 
IPC Les Thompson 

Captain Brian Thompson 

M/V EcstaSea 

Now on another note, March 22 weekend will bring the 

Grand 14 to town with the annual PC cruise to Island 

home. PC's plan on attending. We will host Friday 

night, a no host social hour followed by Lasagna dinner.  

Saturday night PC Carol and I will provide BBQ steak 

dinner with all the fixin’s and Sunday morning we will 

have breakfast before we depart for home. PC Tony and 

first mate Nancy Re will be handling reservations. The 

cost for the weekend is $22. and if only coming for Sat-

urday dinner $20. This event is totally funded by the G-

14 members attending and uses no OYC funds or sup-

plies. This is always a great time for the G-14 PC's.  

 

Members, the Island will still be open for your boating 

use if you were planning on boating that weekend.  See 

you on the docks, Bring on the Sunny weather. 

 

IPC Les Thompson 

M/V EcstaSea 
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Hello Fellow Boaters  - 

 

As I am sitting at my desk writing this 

message, the sun is shining and the wind 

is blowing – somewhat perfect condi-

tions for a sailor.  But alas, like you, I 

am working and yet developing this arti-

cle provides me an opportunity to reflect 

on the past month.  Two really great 

events occurred.  The first was recogniz-

ing our Past Commodores during our 

February dinner meeting.  I was honored 

to meet those I had not met before and saluting them and all those 

that have served Olympia Yacht Club.  It is a very impressive 

group. 

 

The second event was the Valentine’s Cruise – the one where Joe 

and I cruised out there in our CRV.  It was fantastic!  Great food. 

Great music. Great company.  A wonderful evening.  Nice job The-

resa and all those who assisted her. 

 

In addition to those two events, I attended my sixth Junior Officer 

Ball which is why we had to miss the February TGIF. It was a for-

mal affair and sponsored by Seattle Yacht Club.  Everything was 

beautiful and perfect – from Friday to Sunday.  We had a wonder-

ful time and want to thank you for supporting the Grand 14. 

 

This leads me to another fun event – (does the fun ever stop) – our 

JO Ball.  I am really looking forward to going to an event where I 

can wear the most comfortable clothes I own – my pajamas.  I am 

looking forward to seeing you in yours as well on March 16th.   

 

On a personal note, we extend our most sincere prayers to Dixie 

and her family for the unexpected loss of Eng.  He was a wonderful 

man and one of the first people I met when I joined the club.  

 

With that, smooth sailing and good cheer. 

 

Myra and Joe Downing 

Rear Commodore 

S/V Vintage 

Rear Commodore 
Rear Commodore Myra Downing 

Captain Joe Downing 
S/V Vintage 
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 Greetings! The days are getting 

a bit longer and the sun is peek-

ing between the clouds offering 

us the first look at the upcoming 

boating season.  That must mean 

Opening Day is right around the 

corner!  May 11th is Opening 

Day this year and it is shaping 

up to be a fantastic weekend. 

We could use help in the plan-

ning and execution of this event 

and would love your input! Re-

member CSP hours aplenty!  

The first meeting will be March 7th, Thursday 6 pm at the 

clubhouse. Contact me with any questions. szuel-

ke@comcast.net 

  

We had a fantastic Toliva Shoal weekend. What we lacked in 

wind was made up in camaraderie and good times with fellow 

race enthusiasts. The race was shortened to Johnson Point 

and, though there was sun, the wind and tide were against us. 

The unaccommodating tides led to multiple short tacks 

through Dana Passage which led to some tired crew and skip-

pers, but a great time was had by all. 74 boats participated. In 

addition to the race, over $1000 was made in the raffle for the 

Junior and High School sailing programs. A fantastic dinner 

made by both OYC and SSSS cooks, servers and clean-up 

crew.  Thanks to all who participated. The weekend lived up 

to its reputation as being one of the great sailing events on the 

Sound! 

  

TGIF is March 22nd...  green beer anyone? 

 

Fair Winds, 

Susie Zuelke and Rick Antles 

Fleet Captain Sail 

S/V Voyager 

Fleet Captain Sail 
Fleet Captain Susie Zuelke 

Captain Rick Antles 
S/V Voyager 

Inati 

TGIF 

Thank Goodness it’s Friday! 

Next one is March 22
nd

 

5-7 pm at the  Main Station 

$5 per person 

No Reservations Required 

Greetings OYC members and happy winter! Can't wait for 

warmer and sunnier weather. Many of you are getting a great 

start on your CSP hours for this year. Kudos to all of you. 

Since we are early in the year, I will post the report at the end 

of February so the Sweethearts Cruise hours will be included. 

 

There are many  projects around the club that will be taking 

place this spring for opportunities to get hours in as well as 

social functions. Help is needed for the upcoming JO ball…. 

setting up, cleaning up, bartending. Spring cleaning at the 

club, flower planting, Island Home cleanup and opening day 

are also coming up, and we will need volunteers to assist the 

committee chairs. This is a great way to help the club and 

meet other members and get involved. Watch for sign-up 

sheets and announcements from the chairs. See you on the 

docks. 

CSP guru 

IPC Les Thompson 

Club Service Program 

Les Thompson, Chair 

Photos from the Toliva Shoal race 

 provided by Barbara Emmons 

mailto:szuelke@comcast.net
mailto:szuelke@comcast.net
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The Club has finished the flooring repairs and replacement, shower surround, 

plumbing repairs and repainting of the guest restroom and shower area.  The 

rebuilding of the flooring joists, supporting beams and tie downs under the 

caretaker’s cottage have also been completed.  This latter project is phase one 

of a permanent repair of the underpinnings of the caretaker’s structure which 

will later include casing or replacement of a number of piles under the building.   

This was a major project that had been in planning for a considerable amount of 

time and satisfies the safety concerns that were expressed.  All of the work was 

conducted pursuant to engineered drawings insuring the integrity of the design.   

 

The protesting party regarding the issuance of the dredge permits has been satisfied and has withdrawn its appeal 

and protest.  No other protests or appeals were filed or are pending.  Pending a clearance from National Marine 

Fisheries, the permits will be issued.  At this point the low bidder on the dredge project is indicating it will hold its 

bid price into the July to February construction period.  We will not be obligating the club to any contracts, how-

ever, until the permits are firmly in hand.     

 

We can start the project as soon as July but are considering an October starting date to more conveniently accom-

modate our displaced OYC vessels at Island Home and Swantown during the off season.  

 

We hope to have the permitting for the basin piling replacements in place by the start date of the dredge in order to 

have the option of coordinating the projects to take advantage of potential cost savings that should come from that 

coordination. 

 

The membership, in the recently completed balloting, did not approve mortgaging or encumbering club property 

in order to procure a loan for the shed project.  That precludes a commercial loan.  The Board also made the deci-

sion not to pursue unsecured private lenders in these uncertain times.  The board did, however, ask the shed com-

mittee to look into a condominium concept for financing a shed.  Even under this concept it is proposed that the 

club pay for the dock, piles, electrical and finger piers with the condominium owners responsible for the shed cov-

er.  This allocates a majority of the cost of the project to the club as a whole.  Regardless of this allocation, howev-

er, the club needs a source of funding for the entire project should the Board decide to proceed.   

 

The condominium approach would also require a departure from the approved policy of providing all power boat 

members an opportunity to enjoy shed moorage and would create a situation where the shed slips would be treated 

much like privately owned boathouses.  There are a great number of details that would need to be acceptable to the 

Board before such a program were approved and at this point the concept is only exploratory.  Your views and 

opinions are important.  Please write or contact any Board member to express your view.  We hope to have a re-

port and recommendation from the Shed committee by the March Board meeting. 

 

On another subject, we are a club that operates its day to day business by committee.  It is therefore important that 

you step up to serve on and lead those committees.  As of June of this year Linda Bryant and Patti Phillips will be 

stepping down as the OYC Quartermasters after three years of excellent work.  Basically the quartermaster runs 

our gift shop.  Please consider exploring and accepting this position.  It is an interesting position and brings you 

into contact with a great number of members.  It also fulfills all of your annual CSP requirements.  If you are in-

terested you can talk to Linda or Patti and express your interest to any Board or Bridge member or drop any of us 

an email. 

 

Walt Schefter 

Board Chair 

Board of Trustees 
Walt Schefter, Chair 

M/V Rob Roy 

Photo by Rick Taylor 
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    The Anchorettes are pleased 

to announce that, in partnership 

with the Clubhouse Committee, 

we have purchased high quality 

dinner flatware for use for spe-

cial OYC occasions.  Those spe-

cial occasions will include the 

Commodores Ball, JO Ball, Past 

PC Dinner, Christmas Ball, the 

June Induction dinner, the WIC 

Luncheon and the First Mates 

Tea.  This was a major expendi-

ture and we are proud to be able 

to work with the committee and bring this to OYC. 

     We are also starting our quilting project with the goal 

of offering another quilt for raffle with the proceeds to be 

partially contributed to charity.  Many OYC members are 

urging us to do this again.  We need new participants, new 

ideas and new designs.  Anyone interested in this project, 

whether an Anchorette or not, please contact me at 369-

491-2313 or WSchefter@callatg.com. 

 

Catherine Schefter 

President 

Anchorettes 
Catherine Schefter, President 

Womens’ Interclub Council 

Kim Shann, Representative 

"THE SOUND OF MUSIC" 

Guest speaker Duane Chase (aka) Kurt von Trapp will give 

us highlights of the filming and much more history of the 

TRAPP FAMILY.  Also...there is a "book signing" possi-

bility that is in the works, for that day. 

 

Meydenbauer Yacht Club "Mates" are cordially inviting us 

to attend this SPECIAL OCCASION and lunch on:          

THURSDAY, MARCH 21ST.   

  

PRICE: only $14.00 

Please contact Kim Shann (360.491.3786)  or Phyllis De-

Tray (360.491.1188) 

CAR POOLING IS AVAILABLE 

Lunch Bunch 
Mike and Denise Lackey 

Next Lunch Bunch is March 13th 

Government Affairs 

Gary Ball, Chair 

  The Waterfront Reception for our state legislators, local 

elected officials and other key local leaders was held on 

February 12th. As always, PC Carol Robinson did a fantas-

tic job with the food and decorations. We received many 

compliments. Thanks Carol. Also, thanks to all the other 

members of our club who helped put on this event. 

 

As a trial this year, we teamed up with RBAW (Recreational 

Boating Association of Washington) to jointly put on this 

reception. Over the next couple of months, we will be evalu-

ating the outcome of this joint reception. At first glance, we 

were disappointed with the turnout at the event. We will 

investigate the reasons for the lower than expected turnout. 

 

The Government Affairs Committee would like to thank all 

the club members who showed up at the Olympia City 

Council public hearing on January 22nd to support our posi-

tion on the Shoreline Master Program.  

 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, March 5. 

 

We are always looking for people who would be interested 

in joining our committee. If you are interested, please feel 

free to contact me. 

Moorage Report 

Bridget Shreve, Moorage Master 

Just a heads up to members!  This spring I will be checking on 

boats that need to be cleaned up, ragged burgees, and boats that 

do not seem to have been moved due to barnacle growth on 

hulls, rudders, propellers etc.  

——  Thank you for your cooperation!   —— 

 Bridget Shreve, Moorage Master   (360) 561-3289 

Greetings Everyone!  If you would like an extra OYC Yearbook 

you will find them by the fireplace at Main Station.    We will 

post a DRAFT Membership Directory in the clubhouse for your 

review and edit.  Please check your listing and make any correc-

tions. 

 

We continue our quest for updated information!!  If you would 

like an updated picture of yourself for the directory, just email it 

to Harmonysbest10@gmail.com    

 
We need pictures to document the many activities of the club so 

send them in! Thanks – Beth and Steve   

Yearbook 

Steve Clark and Beth Branshaw 

 harmonysbest10@gmail.com  

mailto:WSchefter@callatg.com
mailto:Harmonysbest10@gmail.com
mailto:harmonysbest10@gmail.com
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Island Home 

Gary Gronley, Chair 

As many of you are aware the club started an Oyster grow pro-

gram several years ago, in the inlet South of the Island.  Several 

weeks ago the mature oysters were removed from their grow-

bags and distributed through out the inlet.  These oysters are now 

ready for your harvest.  Keep in mind that WDFW  rules and 

regulations apply to the harvest of all shellfish at Island Home.  

Return your oyster shells to the same tidal height that you har-

vested them.  If you are going to grill your oysters, confirm with 

our caretaker, which grill is for oysters.  

 

Our next scheduled work party on the Island is April 27th (and 

28th if needed).  Lunch will be provided Saturday, so please 

confirm your intent to participate.  There is a sign-up sheet on 

the CSP board at the Mainstation, or you can confirm by calling 

me at 360-866-3974 or email me.  We will start the party at 9:00 

am, the more people, the more fun. 

 

Invite a new member to join us; this is a great way to meet other 

members, and everyone needs CSP hours.  

 

See you on the Island, 

Gary Gronley 

gronley_ga@comcast.net 

Main Station 

Jay Dayton, Chair 

With spring coming we need to get some work parties to 

have OYC look sharp!  One project is caulking and 

painting of the lighthouse.  A second is weeding and 

cleaning of the back parking lot.  A third is helping with 

a water line repair the first part of March.   

Contact Pat at oyccaretaker@comcast.net 

 

A Heads Up For 2014 Boathouse Inspections! 

 

Boat house inspections can identify and enforce the ex-

isting rule for no sink or gray water discharge from boat 

houses.  Once identified, the owner would be notified to 

comply within 30 days.  The next scheduled boat house 

inspections will be in 2014.  Boat houses being sold are 

required to be inspected first and must meet current boat 

house standards prior to the sale. 

 

Flammable or hazardous materials should be in their 

original containers in amounts not to exceed one gallon 

including kerosene, paint thinner, varnishes, paint, fuel 

solvents, varnish, bleach, etc. 

 

Also, I would like to add that with the traveling that 

Barb and I are doing, I will be giving up the position of 

Main Station Chair.  This is an appointed position 

through the board.  E-mail me if interested and I will 

give names to the board at their next meeting.  Remind-

er that the Mainstation meetings are the Monday before 

the board meetings.   

My e-mail address is oycmainstation@hotmail.com 

 

Thanks, Jay Dayton 

Sunshine Committee 

Barbara Narozonick-Neuhauser, Chair 

 Flowers were sent to Virgene Bigelow at the passing of 

her husband and long time active member of OYC, Bill 

"Doc" Bigelow. 

 Flowers were sent to Dennis Craig as a wish for contin-

ued and improving health. 

 A donation was sent to the Junior Sailing Program in the 

name of Eng Ellis, a long time, active member of OYC. 

mailto:gronley_ga@comcast.net
mailto:oyccaretaker@comcast.net
mailto:oycmainstation@hotmail.com
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Nautical Notes 
                     from out there……. 

It was nice to see 

Bob and Linda 

here in February on 

a break from their 

grand adventure.  

They are returning 

to New Zealand in 

early March to 

continue their voy-

age on Bright Angel.  Follow their journey at 

http://www.sailblogs.com/member/

sailbrightangel/ 

Out Cruising……. 

  Bob and Linda Hargreaves 
  www.saibrightangel.com 

Bright Angel 

South Sound Women’s Boating Seminar  

Here’s a small sampling of the speakers and topics coming to this 

year’s Seminar to whet your appetite: 

 Alison Mazon – understanding your boat’s electrical systems 

 Judy Grable – ‘reading’ the weather 

 Ace Spragg – how tides and currents affect trip planning 

 Lynne Reister – cutlass bearings 

 

The seminar is Saturday, May 18, at the Olympia Yacht Clubhouse. 

Doors open at 8:00am, and the seminar begins promptly at 8:30am. 

Registration is $35, including lunch and a chance to win valuable 

door prizes.  

Great gear, one-on-one tutoring on your own boat, beautiful items by 

local artists and MORE will be raffled to fund scholarships for the 

“Girls at the Helm” program hosted by The Adventuress. A post-

seminar barbecue at the Clubhouse rounds out the day’s activities. 

For more details or to register online, please visit www.ssssclub.com/

wbs.htm. 

Sponsorship opportunities are also available; contact Capt. Mary Fitz-

gerald at (360) 754-1516 for more information regarding sponsor-

ships or donations. 

We thank you for your friendship and support 

over the past years.  The decanter was a beautiful 

gift and we will fondly remember all of you when 

we use it in our new home in Arizona. 

 

Please contact us when you travel south – we’d 

love to see you. 

 

PC Gary & Colleen Nelson 

4606 W Coplen Farms Road 

Laveen, AZ  85339 

 

Gary’s cell: 360-790-0474 

Colleen’s cell:360-790-1414 

 

Thank you, 

PC Gary & Colleen 

Photo by Rick Taylor 

http://www.sailblogs.com/member/sailbrightangel/
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/sailbrightangel/
http://www.sailbrightangel.com/
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Junior Sailing Program 

PC Bob Connolly, Chair 

The Toliva Shoal raffle was a big success this year with an 

income from ticket sales reaching a new high of $1,022 !!  

Although this is a big boost for the program’s reserve fund, 

the total fund amount at this time is the lowest it has been 

in years.  Not many donations have been received in recent 

years and it looks as if fees for the sailing classes this year 

will be going up.  Please consider contributing a few dol-

lars to the program. 

 

Jan Visser and Bob Connolly ran the Toliva Shoals Race 

raffle with the help of a number of our junior sailors selling 

tickets.  We want to thank those who bought tickets and of 

course special thanks to West Marine (Terrie Coe), Fisher-

ies Supplies and members Gary Wilson, Mary Fitzgerald 

and Bob Connolly, all of whom donated great nautical 

items for the raffle! 

 

A new motor for the RIB, used by the sailing coaches for 

the high school sailing program and summer sailing les-

sons, has been purchased and installed.  This was an im-

portant upgrade and will be a great plus for the sailing pro-

gram. 

 

High school spring sailing practices will start in March.  

Jan Visser has once again done a great job organizing the 

program and getting coaches trained.  Typically, sailors 

will practice on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 

3:30 to dark.  There is a $150 registration fee, applications 

can be found at http://olympiasailing.com/

OYC_HS_Reg.pdf.  Applications have been coming in and 

so if you know of anyone interested, they need to sign up 

soon! When you see these kids on the docks,m please help 

make them feel welcome.  They are our members of the 

future! 

 

The Juniors Committee met at the OYC club house on Jan-

uary 17th.   The next Committee meeting is at the Club 

House on February 21 at 6:30 PM and the meeting after 

that will be on March 21st at 6:30.  If you want to help with 

the program, come attend a meeting or contact Bob Con-

nolly at RConnolly@Skillings.com.  Thanks! 

 

End of Report 

Submitted by the OYC Juniors Committee 

Website Administrator 

Kathi Jo Moore, Chair 

Hello to all our OYC members, 

My name is Kathi Jo Moore and I am the web site adminis-

trator.  I have been going through the member info on our 

website and have noticed quite a few who do not have their 

email address listed. 

 

If you would please log in and add your email this will 

ensure you are getting all the notifications such as cruises, 

lunch bunch reminders, meetings, and important infor-

mation going on at our club and on the docks. 

 

While logged in it would also be great if you could check 

to make sure your mailing information and phone numbers 

are up to date.  I have tried to call a few members and 

found that the phone numbers have changed or were dis-

connected, probably from more people going to cell 

phones only. 

 

I am a work in progress as far as computers go, so have 

patience. The web site can only get better as I learn more 

on how to use it. 

 

Have a great day and happy boating. 

Kathi Jo Moore 

Photo by Rick Taylor 

http://olympiasailing.com/OYC_HS_Reg.pdf
http://olympiasailing.com/OYC_HS_Reg.pdf
mailto:rconnolly@skillings.com
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The History Corner 

Lisa Mighetto, OYC Historian 

The OYC lost a cherished life member last month when 

Bill Bigelow passed away. When I heard the news I lis-

tened to the recording of an interview with Bill conducted 

on October 19, 2009 - and was reminded of his generous 

spirit, his sense of humor, and his many contributions to 

the yacht club. Born in Seattle in 1921, Bill grew up in 

Centralia, where he “learned to love water and boats.” Bill 

became familiar with South Puget Sound when his family 

acquired property on Steamboat Island, forming a lifelong 

attachment to our area. During the Korean War, he served 

as a Captain in the Army in Yokohama Japan and received 

a bronze medal. After graduating from the University of 

Oregon’s Dental School he opened a practice in Olympia. 

Bill was active in the community and was especially proud 

of his participation in the American Legion Band, where 

he played baritone horn. Bill liked to point out that the 

American Legion Band has performed at the OYC’s Open-

ing Day ceremony for many decades. 

Bill and his wife Virgene joined the yacht 

club on June 7, 1967 and throughout the years 

owned three boats named after their daughter 

“Mary V.” For more than eight years Bill and 

Virgene lived aboard their 53-foot boat – 

“Mary V III” – and they took at least one trip 

north every year, with Princess Louisa Inlet as 

a favorite destination. “Boating is a way of 

life,” Bill observed during our interview. 

Bill served the OYC in many capacities, including provid-

ing the judge boat for many years in the Lighted Ships Pa-

rade. He was a Foofaraw Chairman and helped with the 

construction of docks, trails, and buildings at Island Home 

– and he served as a Trustee during the 1980s. “Bill was 

always one of the first to volunteer,” PC Bob Job recently 

recalled. Listening to our interview from 2009, I was again 

struck by the many changes and transitions that Bill and 

Virgene witnessed and participated in. These ranged from 

the whimsical and humorous (“it was a big relief” to Bill, 

for instance, when the OYC dropped the tradition of con-

suming raw oysters at Foofaraw) to the significant 

(according to Bill, “nobody thought of women commo-

dores” when he first joined the OYC). 

 “It’s hard thinking of Bill without also thinking of Vir-

gene, or as he called her ‘Virg,’” Bob Job commented.  

“My first recollection of Bill …was 39 years ago while 

walking down the dock at OYC. I saw this wood Tollycraft 

boat with a monster dog sitting on the aft section. It was a 

St. Bernard as big as a polo pony…How could you not 

notice a sight like that, and that is where our friendship 

with Bill and Virgene started.” 

Bob remembered Bill as a “String Saver, not to be bested 

by anyone”. When he and Virg built the house on West 

Bay, the garage had drawers with categorized bins for eve-

ry nut, bolt and widget known to man. And if you needed 

one, he would gladly give you two. The room over the gar-

age housed his other treasures [including] his model rail-

road and a plethora of other doodads, including musical 

instrument parts. I once invited him to come to my office 

because we were moving all the electronic equipment to a 

new building. I told him he could have anything that 

wasn`t red hot or nailed down. He brought a 

utility trailer, and it was loaded when he 

drove away… As a mariner he and Virgene 

were the best cruising people to venture out 

with. While cruising up to Desolation Sound, 

or to Island Home, it has been our pleasure to 

have the “Mary V III” alongside...It wouldn`t 

be too long before one of the many cats they 

had over the years would come aboard and check you out. 

That's when you knew you were amongst friends.” 

At the end of our interview Bill expressed a sense of grati-

tude, commenting that we at the OYC “are so lucky.” He 

ended by saying “I’m proud to be a member of the yacht 

club.” As PC Bob summarized, “HE WILL BE MISSED.” 

 

The author thanks PC Bob Job, Jon Bryant, and Terry An-

derson for their input. 
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Safety Committee 
PC Richard Erwin, Chair 

Washington States Mandatory Boaters Safety Educa-

tion—Any person operating a motorized vessel 15 hp or 

greater is required to obtain a boaters education card and 

have in possession when operating a vessel of 15 hp or 

greater.  That includes spouses, children, grand children or 

friends.  2013 requires this for anyone from 12 years old to 

50 years old.   2014 will include any persons born Jan 1, 

1955 or later.   To obtain information on acquiring the ed-

ucationa card call State Parks (360) 902-8555 or email 

boating@parks.wa.gov   They are not that difficult to ob-

tain.  

  

Member, Club & Vessel safety & Security  -   Please be 

aware of your surroundings when on or around the docks.  

If you see something unusual such as a boathouse or vessel 

open without seeing or hearing activity in or around the 

vessel, poke your head in and make contact.  It is not only 

being a good neighbor but may help if someone is in need 

of assistance.  

   

Our caretaker has noted that when he makes his rounds 

many boats and boathouses do not have operational night 

lights when he makes his nightly rounds.  A dark boat or 

boathouse cannot be properly checked.  In addition, be 

aware of strangers on the dock or club house.  Ask them 

who they are.  Yes, they may be a new member or visitor 

and you get to meet them and make new friends.  It also 

helps to keep our facilities safe and secure.  Gate cards are 

for members only.   You are not to loan them to non mem-

bers to use or to access your boat without a member pre-

sent. If you have an unusual situation, make arrangements 

with a fellow member for help.  Commercial workers on 

boats can obtain a gate card from the caretaker by meeting 

club requirements.  KEEP our club safe and secure. 

 

Information Cards - Make sure your information card is 

current and posted in an obvious location.   Winter weather 

and moisture has made some cards and information hard to 

read.   In emergency situations they are important to mini-

mize time to make contacts, inform emergency services 

and minimize damage & losses. 

  

Winter is not over. We still have some freezing weather 

from time to time and slick docks.   If you find some slick 

docks, spread some salt. 

February Dinner Meeting 

Photos by Rick Taylor 

ITEMS FOR SALE 

Big bay DIBM15 daylight 15" color display with mount for 

gps or video.  $575.00  Richard Erwin 507- 4520 

mailto:boating@parks.wa.gov
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Bob Berglund – Kurt Kingman 

Yacht Brokers 

bob@nwyachtnet.com 

kurt@nwyachtnet.com 

888-641-5901 

Olympia – Tacoma – Gig Harbor -Seattle 

Become a CLIPA Member 
Volunteer or Donate …….We need your help and support! 

Help protect Capitol Lake, preserve the past and 

- IMPROVE THE FUTURE - 
 

 See SaveCapitolLake.org website 

  Membership and Donation information 

  Informational Brochure to hand out 

  Ways to help—see “What Your Can Do” 
 
 Email us at friends@SaveCapitolLake.org 

http://www.savecapitollake.org
http://www.savecapitollake.org/contact/what-you-can-do.html
mailto:friends@savecapitollake.org
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Olympia Construction, Inc. 
 Award winning remodel contractor 

Free no obligation consultation.  Just give me a ring at 360-451-3191.  

See our work online at www.olyconstruction.com                                    

or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/OlympiaConstruction 

http://olyconstruction.com/
http://www.facebook.com/OlympiaConstruction
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CLASSIFIED ADS FOR SALE, TRADE, OR WANTED 
To place an ad, email gary@sailsidetrack.com b y  t h e  2 0 t h  o f  t h e  m o n t h . Include a small photo if you like.  Your "no charge" 

ad will run for 3 months unless you request a continuation.  Please notify gary@sailsidetrack.com if you want to modify or delete your ad. 

26 ft. Sailboat for Sale 

1979 Chrysler 26 “Wind Dancer” 

NEW PRICE $6,450 

Well-built, trailerable, swing keel 

sloop in excellent condition.  Interi-

or includes electric marine head, 

propane cook-top, “Hi-Seas” kero-

sene cabin heater 

and custom teak 

interior. Power is 

a 2009 Suzuki 

9.9hp 4-Stroke 

with electric 

start. Instruments include Uniden 

digital depth sounder, Danforth 

compass and Navico tiller pilot. 
Contact Dennis or Diane 

at (360) 943-2489      03/13 

FOR SALE 

 

The ‘HART TO HART’ is for sale.  

She is a 42’ Bertram Motor Yacht, 

complete with 11’ Boston Whaler 

tender.  She is berthed in custom 

boathouse #531. (Also for sale) 

 

Call or come by and let the owners 

show you this remarkable boat.  This 

Bertram is an ocean cruiser and will 

calm the Puget Sound waters and 

beyond. 

 

Contact: Bill Hartman @ 280-2232 

during the day and 357-7346 eve-

nings                                               10/12 

FOR SALE—45 ft Bayliner and Boathouse 

45 ft  Bayliner  4588 Pilothouse, 1992, 250 Hino Diesels—2750 hrs.   

Master Flush Toilets, diesel heat & much more.  2 owner boat kept in boat-

house 

since new.  If you are looking for a 45, you need to see this one before you 

buy.  

Also available 20’ x 55’ boat house in Breakwater in Tacoma.   

Package $270,000 for boat & house, or $215,000- boat  & $65,000-

boathouse. 

Call Doug at 253-677-8302 for more info.                                                 02/12 

FOR SALE 

"Shiloh" 

a 1996 Commander 30, boathouse 

kept since new and shows it.  Perfect 

cosmetic and mechanical condition.  

600 hours on twin Volvo Penta fuel 

injected 350's. Fully equipped with 

enclosed flybridge, electronics, autopi-

lots, MMC throttles, Floscan, Lectra-

san sanitation system, propane range 

w/ oven, SS props and spare set of alu-

minums, windlass with all chain rode, 

9' Livingston on Weaver snap davits, 

10 disc CD changer, micro, freezer, 

dishes, silverware, etc. 

 $104,950 OBO 
Phone Mike at 360-561-3477 for addi-

tional information.                            10/12 

65 ft. Canoe Cove Convertible 

“Kelly Ann” 
 1991, very well equipped 

 Dual 1080 hp Detroit 12V92 TA  

engines with 850 hours 

 Three steering stations 

 Boathouse kept            $495,000.00 

 

Please contact  

Brett Aggen 

for more info 
206-612-1040 

brett@epyachts.com 

Emerald Pacific Yacht and Ship Brokers 
http://www.emeraldpacificyachts.com/            02/13 

For Sale: 32 ft 1949 Monk classic 
bridgedeck sedan cruiser. Twin 350 
Chev (gas) power. Recent engine 
work. Upgraded AC power, water 
pump, new steering system, new 
upholstery and more. Please call for 
more info.     $25,000. 
Also boat house #304 40.5x17 ft 
with 25in well. Height is 16.5 at 
highest. Loft and work bench. Flood 
lights . 

$23,000  
Allen and Emmy Sloan  971-219-
8639.                              12/11 

3988-Bayliner Motor Yacht 

 $140,000 

 Gen set 

 Hydronic diesel heater 

 Full canvas 

 2 electric toilets 

 AB dinghy with 25hp motor & 

davit system 

 300ft chain on anchor system 

 Inverter 

 Twin Cummins 270's engines 

 Inverter 

 Propane stove/oven 

 Double fridge 

 Hard top back 

 

Please call Gary at 360-943-1685 for 

more information.  02/13 

PRICE REDUCTION 

1983 ISLAND GYPSY EUROPA  36’ 

Twin Lehman 120 @ 1600 hours, Bow 

Thruster, Generator, Washer/Dryer 

Combination, Air Conditioner, Water 

Maker, Upright separate freezer, new 

upholstery in 2011, Inside and outside 

shower, Large V-Berth, Twin Bunks, 

Salon converts to double bed, Micro-

wave, Two burner stove, Apex dinghy 

with 5 hp Mercury and dinghy dumper, 

both upper and lower helm stations in-

clude GPS, compass. VHF, depth 

sounder and lower helm station includes 

radar, new windows in staterooms and 

head in 2009, canvas enclosed aft deck.  

$85,000 $70,000 
Bill Wilmovsky @ 360-786-1829  

Work 360-357-6100                           12/11 

mailto:gary@sailsidetrack.com
mailto:gary@sailsidetrack.com
http://www.emeraldpacificyachts.com
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ANCHOR CHAIN 

200ft of 5/16” BBB CHAIN 

….used only one time…. 

cost $1200.—asking $800 

call Maryann   951-3083           09/12 

Siri Sea For Sale 

 Cabin Headroom—6 ft 5 in 

 Max Bridge Clearance—17 ft 10 in 

 Water Capacity—70 gal 

 Holding Tank Size—36 gal 

 Fuel Capacity—196 gal 

This immaculate and fully equipped Carver 36 Motor Yacht features contemporary motor yacht styling and Carver's 

advanced, raised walk-deck design that creates the roomiest cabin in this size range. The impressive cabin is warm 

and inviting, created by the appeal of the cherry wood cabinetry with high-gloss finish, contemporary colors and 

plush Ultraleather seating.  Large windows and Carver's signature two-tiered window design provides light through-

out the salon.  Sleeping accommodations include two staterooms with a private head compartment in the master state-

room (aft). Families will enjoy the space and comfort designed into the 36's flybridge. There's a fully equipped con-

trol console and ample seating.  Boat comes complete with dingy, outboard, all bed-

ding, bar-b-q, and galley equipment.  Interior features two TV/DVD’s Sirius radio 

and AM/FM/CD stereo for dockside entertainment.  Located in OYC slip 146 for 

easy viewing.                               Reduced for quick sale - $199,900. 

Contact  Harvey at (360) 866-0251 or email rktec1@comcast.net                              05/12 

 Hull Material—Fiberglass 

 Hull Shape—Modified Vee 

 Beam—13 ft 2 in 

 Max Draft  3 ft 2 in 

 Dry Weight—21800 lb 

 Engine make—Volvo 

 Engine Model—8.1 L 

 Number of Engines—2 

 Engine Hours—125 

 

For Sale 
• Braided anchor rope ½" x 200'.  Never 

used, in easy carry case, 8500 lb brk 

strength. $75.00 

• Shore power adapter cord.  30 amp, 3 

prong to normal female locking ring.  

$25.00 
• 2 West Marine Mustang Survival Inflat-

able Type II  PFD's.  1- lg and 1- sm.  

$150.00 each 

•  2 West Marine air dryers 

(dehumidifiers).  $40.00 each 

• 12 volt oil changer (Jabsco). Pump 

mounted on 3 gal container with hoses.   

$125.00 
Call Dale & Kate Wetsig 360-705-9242   06/12    

Boathouse #318 for sale. 

- 21' x 61' (including 3' porch) 

- Well: 13' x 51' easily expandable 

to... 

   15' x 54' with 19' clearance 

- 16' x 20' loft 

- Boathouse in total OYC compliance  

             $99,500.00 
253-222-7711 or 360-709-0505  05/12 

Price Reduced 

Boathouse 647 

$19,000.00 

Well size 36' by 11'6"   

approx. 12' high.  

Very clean and well kept.  Lots of light, 

grab rails, hinged step to swim platform for 

easy access, otter fence, lots of storage, 

water and shore power both fore and aft. 

Protect your boat's investment of time and  

money from the elements in this clean and 

well kept boathouse. 

 
Call Dale & Kate Wetsig  360-705-9242 06/12 

BOAT HOUSE 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

Boat house # 533   $49,500 

Well length 43.5 ft 

Well width 14.5 ft 

 Loft 142 sq. ft.  
Meets all current Boat House Standards. 

Contact Pat: tugcap@aol.com 
360-493-1678  or cell 360-918-1947 01/13 

Grand Finale is For Sale 
1970 NORD- LUND 53', boathouse 
kept. beautiful Ed Monk Sr. design. 
Volvo single diesel, new Garmin 
electronics, custom leather salon, 
new  teak & holly sole, new granite 
galley, Force 10 gas stove, ice mak-
er, two TV's w/ DVD & Stereo, new 
Zodiac inflatable hard bottom 
(tender w/35 hp.).  $139,000 

- - - boathouse also available  - - - 
See www.grandfinalenw.com. 
John Teters (360) 239-9088    01/13 

BOATHOUSE # 535 for sale  
Make Offer 

well 16.3 
height 19.0 
length 52.0 
width 21.4 

contact Matt Mills  360-701-7883 1/12 

FOR SALE 

BOAT HOUSE #527 

Well maintained and clean. 

15 x 44 well x 17 high 

Call Paul Jones  520-251-1251 

May consider renting.                     01/13 

FOR SALE:  BOATHOUSE #512 

66' L x 22 W   

WELL SIZE 58'L x 16'W x 16'6"H 

LARGE LOFT, NEW CURTAIN.  

$80,000.00.   

CONTACT LARRY 

              (360) 292-5567            09/12 

Wanted:  Paper Charts of the Queen 

Charlotte Islands.  Planning a visit to 

them this summer and need to have back 

up paper charts.   Willing to purchase, 

beg, borrow or steal them!   

Please contact Mary Fitzgerald 754-1516  

or write olymfitz@hotmail.com         02/13 

mailto:rktec1@comcast.net
mailto:tugcap@aol.com
http://www.grandfinalenw.com/Default.html
mailto:olymfitz@hotmail.com
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Membership Dinner Meeting 

March 6, 2013 

February 

 

Membership Meeting dinners are         

$22.00 per person with reservations. 

If not on the reservation list, dinner is 

$27.00. 

Reservations are required if you 

are not on the permanent list. 

CALL 360 705-3767 

Social Hour: 6:00 P.M. 

Dinner: 7:00 P.M. 

Meeting: 8:00 P.M. 

Olympia Yacht Club   

201 SIMMONS STREET NW 

Olympia, WA 98501 

___________________ 

PRSRT STD 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

Olympia, WA 

        Permit No. 511___ 

Join us for dinner 
 Wednesday, March 6th 

 
Herb crusted chicken 

 
 

 

The evening begins at 6 pm by sharing a drink with your boating 

friends.  Remember to call the reservation line and let us know 

how many will be in your party. 


