
  

 

Commodore 

Captain Mike Phillips 
First Mate Patti Phillips 
M/V Chaotic Too 

OLYMPIA YACHT CLUB 

May 2016 

H ello all ..... 
 

Well itôs May already and we have had a mix of sunny weather and showers 

but I guess we need the rain. I hope everyone is having a good spring so far. 

It is a great time of year. We are all getting ready for the boating season and 

I am looking forward to our club events. 

The first event that we had so far was the Daffodil festival at the Tacoma 

Yacht Club.   We had another great weekend up there.  We had 17 boats and 

several couples come up by car for all the fun.  I would like to thank Michael 

and Dianna Fife for letting us decorate their boat, Nadia, again this year. I 

would also like to thank Susie Zuelke and Rick Antles, Beth Connolly and 

Deb Waldherr for the great vision on the boat decorations and the coordination on the gatherings on the 

dock.  I would also like to give a special thank you to all of the folks that came up to help and enjoy the 

weekend.  You guys made it all possible, thanks again it was great.  We also won three awards to top off 

the weekend.  We received the second place award for theme boat, the mayorôs choice award and then 

the Commodoreôs perpetual award, which was for the overall weekendôs best participation, enthusiasm 

and most boats from a club.  We did a great job! 

The next events coming up are:  Seattle Opening Day on May 6 thru the 8th, our own South Sound 

Opening Day on May 13th and 14th with a TGIF, a breakfast cooked by our PCôs, boat parade and a 

BBQ on the deck.  Then our Memorial Day Cruise on May 27th thru the 30th.   Vice Commodore Walt 

and Catherine have a great cruise planned with Bobby Brownôs BBQ and lots of other events.  So come 

out and join the fun and give thanks to our fallen.   

For now, we will see you at the functions and on the water. 

Mike Phillips  
Commodore 
M/V Chaotic Too 
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Vice Commodore 
Captain Walter Schefter 

First Mate Catherine Schefter 
M/V Rob Roy 

Rear Commodore 
Captain Bill Sloane 
First Mate Lorie Sloane 
S/V Endless Summer 

I'll be excited to return to the 200 dock once the contracting company óMarine Floatsô 
finishes the installation work of the new docks.  The quality of the new docks looks 
high and they look like they are going to be very stable. The new docks are made out 
of concrete, which always amazes me that they actually float. Mostly I use concrete to 
anchor buoys in the water, not to walk on top of the water. 
 
Most of the boats permanently moored at the 200 dock have been vacationing over at 
the guest dock at Swantown. The guest docks are interesting. I saw people I know 
from South Sound Sailing Society. I saw a cigarette boat, probably 40ô long and 8ô 
wide being launched from a triple axle trailer. It had twin inboard-outboard motors. I 
could only imagine her top speed and the gallons per hour fuel burn rate. It was paint-
ed in an understated Stars and Stripes theme. 
 

What I missed at Swantownôs óAô dock was the complete sense of community, camaraderie and boating unity 
one feels and participates in at the Olympia Yacht Club docks. Itôs like the corny theme song from the old TV 
series óCheersô -- ñwhere everybody knows your nameòé Hey, it's real and feels great.  Itôs a great reason to be-
long to one of the original Grand Fourteen yacht clubs in Puget Sound, our one, our only, Olympia Yacht Club. 
 
See you at the club, on the docks and on the water 
 
Rear Commodore Bill Sloane 
S/V Endless Summer 
southsoundbill@gmail.com 
First Mate Lorie Sloane  

The month of May is here and the last full month of my Vice Commodoreship.  Hope you 
can make it to the Seattle Opening Day weekend as it is always a great weekend.  This is, 
after all, the beginning of Spring.  Baseball has started with the Mariners in dead last place 
in their division but with lingering aspirations for the World Series.  Itôs just the start of 
the summer season. 
  
With that in mind, donôt forget our own OYC opening day on May 13 and 14.  Opening 
day can be the official start of your boating season.  If nothing else, come down and get 
your boat in the Opening Day Boat Parade and polish it off with the afternoon BBQ on the 
deck. 
 
On Saturday, May 21 the Womenôs Boating Seminar will be held at the Clubhouse and 

docks.  Please check this out as it has been a very successful program in the past, and this year will be better. 
 
Finally, on May 27, we begin our Memorial Day Cruise at Island Home.  I am assured Bobby Brown and his staff 
will have the full complement of BBQôd meat and sufficient side dishes.  There will be games and company, so 
please come out and attend one of OYCôs main events for the year.  The event runs until Monday the 30th, so there is 
plenty of time to unwind and relax.   With any of these events on the schedule, I hope to see you about. 
 
VC Walt Schefter 
First Mate Catherine 
MV Rob Roy 

mailto:southsoundbill@gmail.com
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The Beachcomber is published by the Olympia Yacht Club each month 
during the year (except July) and distributed by postal mail and email 
to the membership and associates. 
 
- Distribution: Postal mail 304, email 350 
- Editor: Gary Wilson with Mike Lackey oycbeachcomber@gmail.com 
- Printer: Minuteman Press  www.olympia.minutemanpress.com/ 
- Advertising: $100/year contact Gary Wilson oycbeachcomber@gmail.com 
- Change of address (or boat): Webmaster   rmorsette@gmail.com 

Directory 2015-2016  
Bridge   
Commodore, Mike Phillips                  786-8399 
Vice Commodore, Walt Schefter           491-2313 
Rear Commodore ,  Bill Sloane                           280-3276 
Fleet Captain Sail,  Mark Welpman                253-509-7073 
Fleet Captain Power,  Marty Graf                          951-7202 
Immediate Past Commodore, Myra Downing 754-2346 
 
Board of Trustees 
Bob VanSchoorl    357-4121 
Maryann Gamache, Secretary   951-3083 
Theresa Madden    459-5900 
Bob Wolf     456-3363 
Mike Gowrylow    352-2875 
Gene Coakley                                                          736-5639 
Bruce Snyder                                                   253-582-6676 
 

Other Contacts  
Anchorettes, Aileen Zelis   459-2557 
Beachcomber Editor, Gary Wilson  459-7927 
                                   Michael Lackey  701-2760 
Budget and Finance, Joe Downing  584-6807 
By Laws, Curtis Dahlgren   236-8221 
Club House, Michelle Aguilar-Wells  581-3188 
Club Service Program, PC Les Thompson 352-7628 
 mvecstasea@aol.com 

Environmental Awareness, John Sherman  754-7657 
Foofaraw, Chris Cheney   790-6147 
Government Affairs, Gary Ball          206-484-2818  
Historical Committee, Lisa Mighetto              206-465-0630 
Island Home Committee, Earl Hughes  352-3748  
Juniors Program, Mary Fitzgerald           754-1516 
Long Range Planning, Ed Crawford   866-9087 
Lunch Bunch, Kelly and Mary Ann Thompson     402-9999 
   kt2oly@gmail.com or maryannreadslots@aol.com 
Main Station Committee, Rick Antles                   701-8800 
Membership Committee, Bill Wilmovsky 786-1829 
Moorage Master, Bridget Shreve  561-3289 
OYC Foundation, Pete Janni   956-1992 
Quartermaster, Phyllis DeTray  970-2052 
Reciprocal Committee, Gary Gronley  866-3974 
Sunshine Committee, Barbara Narozonick 943-5708 
Safety Committee, PC Richard Erwin  486-9961 
Treasurer, Jon Bryant   866-7446 
Webmaster, Ron Morsette   790-2002 
WIC Representative, Kim Shann  491-3786 
Yearbook, Jan Wilson OYCyearbook@gmail.com 556-6190 
 

Care Takers: 
Main Station:  Greg Whittakeréééééé.é.  357-6767 
  oyccaretaker@comcast.net       Fax 352-2729 
Island Home: George Whittakeréé...éé.. 426-5882 
          or cell 688-0059 
 
Club Functions & Dinner Reservationséééé. 705-3767 
 
Website: www.olympiayachtclub.org 
OYC photos: https://picasaweb.google.com/109691630233069435061 
 

 

Associate Memberships: 
 - Boat U.S group: Olympia Yacht Club 

 Group # GA83470Y 
 

Harbor Patroléééééééééééééé..507-2650 

Main Station: 
Olympia Yacht Club 
201 Simmons Street NW 
Olympia, WA  98501 

Island Home: 
Olympia Yacht Club 
4921 E. Pickering Road 
Shelton, WA  98584-8889 

 
 

"The head learns new things, but 
the heart forevermore practices old  
experiences.ò 
                   .....Henry Ward Beecher 

Webmaster 
Ron Morsette, Chair 

 

Check out the OYC Website 

¶ Photos of recent events 

¶ Current Puget Sound fuel prices 

¶ Club documents for download 

¶ Past Beachcombers 

¶ Classified ads 

¶ History Corner 
www.olympiayachtclub.org 

Photos this issue: Rick Taylor, Mike Contris 

mailto:oycbeachcomber@gmail.com
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mailto:rmorsette@gmail.com
mailto:mvecstasea@aol.com
mailto:kt2oly@gmail.com
mailto:maryannreadslots@aol.com
mailto:oycyearbook@gmail.com
mailto:oyccaretaker@comcast.net
http://www.olympiayachtclub.org/
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Hey, FCP coming to you live 
from Tacoma's Daffodil festival! 
Those of you that didn't make it 
are really missing out... The ma-
gician, awesome.  The audience 
member's $ was in the orange! 
INSIDE a real orange!  Mind 
blown.  Its too early in the week-
end to know the outcome of our 
team's decorating efforts, but our 
parade boat looks great and hope-

fully the judges agree. [Ed: posted lateré.. ñGood job 
OYC! We took 2nd place, mayors choice & commodoreôs 
perpetual award!] 
 
Speaking of parade boat... South Sound Opening Day is 
quickly approaching!  There will be a TGIF on Friday 
the 13th and a full day of festivities planned for Saturday 
the 14th!  To include a parade!  Everyone is welcome so 
spread the word and get those boats decorated!  See the 
flyer for specifics.  Or call me if you want to help, or 
watch, or just want to chat.  See you on the water!  
 
Marty and Jenifer Graf 
Fleet Captains Power 
M/V William West 

Fleet Captain Power 
Fleet Captain Marty Graf  
First Mate Jen Graf  
M/V William West                     

TGIF 

Thank Goodness itôs Friday! 

Good food, good times,  

good music 

May 13th, 2016 

 

Drinks and Socializing 5:30 PM 

Pizza etcééééé... 6:00 PM 

$6.00/person 

No reservations required 

Ahoy,   

Itôs been a couple of crazy 

weeks.  With Daffodil, TGIF 

and meetings, I missed the 

deadline for the paper edition 

of the Beachcomber.  I apolo-

gize to all. 

So May is upon us.  There is so 

much going on this month.  TGIF is on Friday, May 13th 

this month.  This was planned to coincide with South 

Sound Opening Day.   As usual Happy Hour starts at 

5:30 and pizza comes out of the oven at 6:00.   

You can register for the parade at TGIF.  Registration is 

free. There are a few extra goodies for Parade Partici-

pants this year. Youôll have to be in the parade if you 

want to find out what that little prize is.  (No Iôm not 

telling.) 

 

Opening Day Schedule is as follows: 

Friday, May 13th: 
 Å TGIF Pizza Party ($6.00 per person).  ($3.00 

children under 12) 
 Å 18:00 Parade Registration at OYC (Boat reg-

istration is free!) 
 
Saturday, May 14th: 
 Å 8:00 ï 9:30 AM - Breakfast ($6.00 per person) 
 Å 10:00 ï 11:00 AM ï Opening Day Ceremony  

with the American Legion Band 
 Å 11:00 AM ï Parade Skippers Meeting 
 Å 12:00 ï 1:30 PM ï Opening Day Boat Parade 

¶ 2:30 ï 4:30 PM - Barbeque on the OYC 
Deck ($7.00 per person) 

 
Donôt forget that there will be prizes for the: 
 

¶ Best Sailboat 

¶ Best Power Boat 

¶ Best of Theme 

¶ Grand Award 
 
So make sure you decorate your boat. The theme this 
year is Anchors Aweigh. 
 
Look forward to seeing you all at opening day! 

Fleet Captain Sail 
Captain Mark Welpman 

First Mate Annette Welpman 
S/V Cygnet 
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The Board of Trustees had a busy meeting on April 13.  Here are some of the highlightséé.. 
 

¶ The Board approved four applicants for OYC membership.  Please welcome them at the next dinner meeting. 
 

¶ Environmental Awareness Committee Chair John Sherman presented a resolution to strengthen OYCôs ongoing 
commitment to our Clean Marina goals.  New members will receive an information packet on the Clean Marina 
certification including Best Management Practices and OYC Waste Management Guidelines.  These items will 
also be distributed to all members annually and will be included in the Member Directory.  May 7 is Environ-
mental Day at OYC.  Plan to attend. 

 

¶ Audit Committee Chair Mark Pearson presented the results on the audit of our 2015 finances.  Mark and his 
committee found no significant financial concerns during the audit.  Mark will continue to work with the Junior 
Sailing program to continue to develop financial statements that will aid the Juniors Program in monitoring 
their finances and in managing the Program.  Thanks to Mark and Jim Sheerer for their work and to Treasurer 
Jon Bryant for his continual diligence of our financial health. 

 

¶ At the request of the Government Affairs Committee, the Board approved the OYC sponsorship of Harbor 
Days, specifically the Tugboat Captains dinner which has been hosted at OYC for many years.  In addition, we 
approved OYC sponsorship of the Soldier Sailing program on June 11.  The Solder Sailing program supports 
wounded veterans. Both sponsorships allow the complimentary use of the Club House and galley and will result 
in excellent positive community recognition for OYC. 

 

¶ The Board wants to remind all boat house owners considering selling their boat house that an inspection is re-
quired prior to the completion of the sale.  Contact the Moorage Master or Main Station Chair for more infor-
mation. 

 
Cruising season is upon us.  Be safe on the waters. 
 
The Board of Trustees meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at the Club 

House.  Please join us and see what is happening in our Club. 

Board of Trustees 
Bob VanSchoorl, Chair 

M/V Amstel 

 
We discussed the results of this yearôs Legislative Re-
ception and confirmed we would host it again next 
year. We need to continue to find ways to increase the 
attendance.  
 
Committee member Jinny Beekman will write some 
short articles to be published in the Olympia Down-
town Association newsletter over the next year. Topics 
will highlight things that the yacht club does to support 
the local community. These will include the Junior 
Summer Sailing Program, Foofaraw, Special Peoples 
Cruise, Christmas Parade of Boats, etc.  
 
Everyone is becoming quite discouraged with the lack 
of progress with the recommendations for Capitol 
Lake.  It just seems to go from study to study.  Most of 

us are frustrated, tired and distrustful of DES and some 
of their staff to follow through in a meaningful way, 
based on recent actions and assurances.  It is thought 
that changing the emphasis from ñSave the Lakeò to 
ñEnhance the Waterfrontò may attract broader support 
from the entire community. 
 
It was agreed to continue our support of CLIPA by de-
livering our semi-annual donation of $500 to them. 
 
As a yacht club we need to take care when taking pho-
tographs of folks at our sponsored events and posting 
them in a public environment (i.e. Facebook) without 
their approval.  This is especially true when taking pho-
tos of children or non-OYC members. 
 
We are always looking for people who would be inter-
ested in joining our committee. We would especially 
like to add some women for better diversity. If you are 
interested, please feel free to contact me. 

Government Affairs 

Gary Ball, Chair 
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Womensô Interclub Council 
Kim Shann, Representative 

 
Balance 

 
In all things ï wonderful! 
 
We, however, enjoy tippy things ï boats.  Some of these 
are tippier than others.  I think power boats are tippier 
than sailboats which really lean and then get stable.  No 
matter.  It is our balance that keeps us from hurtling to 
the deck with every passing ripple or wake.  It is our 
inner ear combined with our vision that do most of the 
work.  Nerves in the legs also contribute to our position 
sense. 
 
The inner ear has 3 semi-circular canals filled with fluid 
that have hair cells holding a very small otoconia or 
rocks.  When these are accelerated, such as in an eleva-
tor or plane, we experience sensation of movement. 
With 3 canals in different orientations, we can sense 
changes and help keep ourselves upright. These nerves 
can be tricked with minor changes like the ñfrog in the 
hot waterò story.  This information goes to the brain, 
and the brain learns that all this bouncing around is the 
new ñnormal,ò and you develop sea legs. Do that for a 
while, and you develop ñdisembarkment legsò when 
you get off the boat. 
 
Your eyes are the most protective of balance as long as 
some sort of horizon can be visualized.  Most places, 
even at night, have some sort of horizon to help. Your 
brain knows to trust this as the primary balance input.  
This is why pilots trust their instruments and never the 
ñseat of their pants.ò 
 
Proprioception is the input your muscles and nerves 
provide to the brain as you feel an uneven change in 
pressure as your body lurches with motion. 
 
All well and good, Doc, but what can we do about it?  
And so we get back to practice, practice, practice.  Bal-
ance is something we can learn. Take Yoga classes and 
learn to stand in weird positions.  When you dress or 
undress, stand on one foot for as long as you can.  Then 
the other foot.  Build the strength in your legs and core 
(center).  Be careful about mixing alcohol or medica-
tions that can upset your sense of balance (see Falls). 

Fleet Surgeon 
Richard Hurst, M.D (ñRichò) 

LADIES OF OYC: 
 
OUR LAST WOMEN'S INTERCLUB LUNCHEON FOR THIS 
SEASON, (UNTIL THE FALL) WILL BE "A DREAMY ED-
MONDS AFTERNOON". 
 
EDMONDS YACHT CLUB INVITES ALL OF US TO AT-
TEND THEIR LUNCHEON ON MAY 12TH, ON THURS-
DAY. 
 

¶ SOCIAL BEGINS AT 11AM 

¶ LUNCH AT 12PM 

¶ PROGRAM AT 1PM WITH "DREAMY" MUSIC BY 
THEIR LOCAL BAND OF BOATERS. 

 
GIFT BASKETS AVAILABLE FOR THEIR RAFFLE. 
 
CAR POOLING AVAILABLE,  PLEASE CALL KIM SHANN 
491-3786.  THE MORE THE MERRIER.  GOOD TIMES AND 
MANY BOATING FRIENDS FOR YOU TO MEET. 
 
SINCERELY, 
 
OYC WIC REP, KIM SHANN  (ALSO NOW THE NEW SEC-
RETARY/TREASURER OF THE WOMEN'S INTERCLUB 
COUNCIL FOR THE GRAND 14 YACHT CLUBS) 

Moorage Report 
Bridget Shreve, Moorage Master 

With the opening of boating season I will be sending out 
notices to those members that need to clean the green/
black "coating" on their boats.  I will also be checking 
burgees that need to be replaced. 
 
After everyone is back in their appropriate slip following 
dock replacements, there will be letters sent out to those 
members whose boats cannot or have not run in over six 
months.  This is a club rule, so members may be called to 
answer to the Board if not in compliance. 
 
I have a list of boathouse owners from the Thurston 
County Assessor's office that shows several members that 
have not transferred ownership upon selling the boat-
house.  I will do my best to try and reach those members 
that have demitted after selling and let them know that 
they are still responsible for their boathouse with the 
county and with OYC. 
 
This should keep me busy this month, but if you have any 
questions, please call me.  I will do my best to help. 
 
Bridget Shreve 
Moorage Master 
(360) 561-3289 



7 

 

Just last week, I was putting some clothes away in the closet and 

thought to myself that I needed to pull out my Keen water san-

dals.  Now you know we are getting closer to summer boating 

season when you want to put on water sandals.  Iôm writing this in 

Indiana where it is 38 degrees, snowing, sleeting, raining and 

hailing.  Spring is slowly appearing here compared to our balmy 

Northwest. 

Our High School Sailing and Learn to Sail Programs are growing 

by leaps and bounds and our summer classes are currently listed 

on the Olympia Parks and Recreation website.  We have both 

adult and youth classes listed there.  We also have two adult 

ñLearn to Sail Keelboatò classes coming up in April and May.   

These two spring classes are not listed on the Olympia Parks and 

Rec website, so if you are interested in them please let me know.  

Registration will be through me.  An RSVP is needed, so we can 

make sure we have enough boats for the classes.  The adult spring 

classes are as follows: 

Adult Basic KeelBoat class  

April 23 9-4pm 
April 24 1-6pm 
Cost $189.00 
 
Womenôs Basic Keelboat class 
Monday/Wednesday 
May 9, 11, 16, 18 
Cost $189.00 

New Members/Old Members and CSP Hours 

As you can see, we have an ongoing litany of events, fundraising 

and projects that we are undertaking as we grow our program.   

Members who need CSP hours can help us out by volunteering 

for an event or project or by joining our committee.  Some up-

coming projects include painting the interior of the boathouse and 

the boathouse floor, helping out with our fundraising garage sale 

or being a committee member who helps with ongoing mainte-

nance, taking meeting notes and designing and implementing edu-

cational programs for OYC and community members.   Please let 

me know if you want to be involved on a project basis or ongoing 

basis.   Sometimes we just need help moving boats, filling gas 

cans, cleaning docks etc.   If you are someone I can call to help 

with a project, please let me know.  If you are someone with a 

laptop who can take good meeting notes, let me know.  If you are 

someone who likes to varnish, let me know.  If you are someone 

who would like to be involved in developing some fall boating 

classes, safety classes or do it yourself classes, let me know.  

Contact me at Mary Fitzgerald 360-250-1230 or 

olymfitz@hotmail.com. 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped with our regatta and for encour-

aging all of us to keep going.  

Fair Winds, 
Capt. Mary Fitzgerald  
Juniors Committee Chair 

Junior Sailing Program 
Mary Fitzgerald, Chair 

OYC Safety & Environmental Awareness Day 

May 7, 2016 

 

Are you and your trusty vessel completely ready for Opening 
Day?  Are you prepared to breeze through the borderland on 
this summerôs Commodoreôs Cruise?  If not, the upcoming 
OYC Safety & Environmental Awareness Day can help! 
 

Between 10 am and 1 pm, Saturday, May 7, (one week be-

fore Opening Day) stop by the OYC Clubhouse and pick up 

some products, ideas, and services that will help prepare you 

and your boat for a safe and successful summer boating sea-

son. 

1. Pick up some Free Bilge Pads--to keep your en-

gine compartment spick and span. 

2. Replace Outdated Flares and signaling devices to 

comply with USCG regulations and pick up some 

environmentally-friendly cleaning materials at the 

West Marine table. 

3. Get your Fire Extinguishers Certified and refilled 

(if need be) for another season of (hopefully pas-

sive) protection at the AmeriSafe table. 

4. We will also have a fire extinguisher burn pan and 

Experience Putting Out a Real Fire -- learn the 

difference between types of fire extinguishers and 

how long a 2-İ & 5 lb. extinguisher lasts (in case 

youôre tempted to economize). 

5. Get a voluntary Boat Safety Inspection by a US 

Power Squadron member to make sure youôve cov-

ered the bases and comply with applicable boating 

regulations; if so, you will be awarded a useful 

Decal, which may help if youôre selected to be 

boarded by the Coast Guard this season. 

6. Safely dispose of old, outdated pyrotechnics 

(flares)--OR, Shoot óem Off on the end of the dock 

between 11am  and 12 pm to get some hands-on 

experience with how they behave before you need 

them. 

In addition, there will be boater information on Washington 

State Marine Parks, material from the South Sound Estu-

arium to help you identify those tide-pool critters (and be a 

wise hero to your kids), and information on recycling and 

hazardous waste disposal at the OYC. 

éé.Not to mention coffee and cookies to help fuel you 

through all of these preparations! 

DROP BY -- and GET PREPARED! 

John Sherman, Environmental Awareness Chair 

Environmental Awareness 
John Sherman, Chair 

mailto:olymfitz@hotmail.com


The Beachcomber     May 2016  Olympia Yacht Club 8 

 

Greetings everyone. I hope you are enjoying all the 
fabulous Spring weather. This is a busy time for OYC 
members to earn CSP with all the projects at the Main 
Station and Island Home for cleanup and maintenance. 
I encourage you to get involved now as many of you 
can complete your hours for the year during this time. 
Contact the Bridge or BOT members as well as the 
caretaker for times and projects. 
 
I have posted the first quarter hours for your viewing in 
the Main Station. Congrats to those of you who have 
already completed your hours. Keep up the good work. 
This is a great way to meet new members and help the 
club to save money over the year. There are many so-
cial events also coming up that will need volunteers. 
 
See you on the docks or at an event. 
 
PC Les Thompson 
CSP guru 
MV EcstaSea 

Club Service Program 
PC Les Thompson, Chair 

Whether your pleasure be German, Italian, American 
(hot dog), or Great Smoky Links - we have you cov-
ered.  
 
Join us Wednesday May 11 for a journey into the won-
derful world of Tube Steak! We will provide the Kraut, 
mustard, buns and special sauce for this adventure. Of 
course, beverages and dessert and salad round out the 
menu. 
 
Bring your six bucks, Alka Seltzer, and your sense of 
adventure.  
 
This is a fun crew to work with - and you are welcome! 
Call Kelly Thompson @ 360.402.9999 or 
kt2oly@gmail.com 

Lunch Bunch 
WHEN:    Weds May 11th, 2016           
                 11:30 am to 12:30 pm 
WHERE?  OYC Main Station 
WHO?      Members and Guests  

$6.00 per Person and  
No Reservations Needed 

May Sausage 

Fest  

MENU 

Between the time this article was due and when you are 
reading it we had a big work party at the Island.  There was 
lots to be done, and we had a lot of OYC members there to 
do them.  A BIG thank you to all.  These are jobs that take 
more work than George could do and still get his everyday 
work done.  George does a lot of extra things that keep the 
Island looking so great. 

  

It's worth a trip to Island Home just to see the work Bobby 
Brown did fixing up and upgrading the fire pit.  Please re-
member DO NOT use the pit as a chopping block.  Nice 
work Bobby! 

  

As a courtesy when docking at the Island on the weekends 
remember there will be many others coming out.  Please 
tighten up the space between boats.  You may even get to 
know someone new. 

 

It's your Island come out and enjoy it. 

  

Earl Hughes 

MV Lady Bee II 

ehughes416@comcast.com 

 

Island Home Committee meetings are 
on the first Monday of each month 

at  7:00 PM at the Main Station. 

Island Home 
Earl Hughes, Chair 

Yearbook 
Jan Wilson 

 OYCyearbook@gmail.com  

Itôs that time of year againé.to get serious about editing 
your information in the OYC Yearbook.  Please e-mail 
OYCyearbook@gmail.com with any changes.  I will have 
paper copies of the yearbook out at the May meeting for 
you all to mark up also.  Also if you really donôt like your 
current picture this is your opportunity to either send a new 
one or grab someone with a camera at the next meeting to 
take one. 
 
New members if you have a picture you would like us to 
use in the yearbook, please send it along.  We love family 
shots (on your boat).  I can crop the picture to fit if needed. 
 
Donôt forget to forward me any pictures you took on your 
travels or at any one of the OYC events you attended dur-
ing the year.  This is your Yearbookðletôs include as 
many fun shots as possible! 
 
Jan Wilson 
OYC Yearbook Chair 

mailto:harmonysbest10@gmail.com
mailto:OYCyearbook@gmail.com


Main Station 
Rick Antles, Chair 

By the time you read this, hopefully all OYC boats are back 
in their OYC moorage and enjoying their new slips. I want 
to send out a special thanks to Gene Testa and Tim Ridley 
who stuck it out for the day to day supervision of the new 
dock install.  Greg Whittaker was hugely helpful as well. 
Thanks, you guys.  If you like your improved, de-algae-ized 
dock box, give thanks to Gary Nichols and Jack Behrend.  
Itôs almost like magic what one can do with a pressure 
washer. 

 
Open Slip and Boat House Inspections 
are in the works, please help out as you 
can and go ahead and prepare your moor-
age to meet the published criteria ahead 
of time.  In order to get these inspections 
done in a timely fashion, sign up for an 
appointment on the sign-up sheets and 

make sure you keep your appointment.  These appointments 
are not carved in stone, but please give us plenty of notice 
that you cannot keep your appointment. 
 
Coming up in the next couple months, look for work crews 
building a new dinghy dock.  After some pretty serious talk 
at the last Main Station meeting, the group  favored a go-
ahead to build a dingy dock.  There are a lot of members 
who have a platform behind their dock box and the Main 
Station members feel it is imperative that we not deface the 
new docks with these structures.  Though this may change 
in the future, the consensus was to fine and remove any ad-
ditional structures built onto finger piers unless specifically 
pre-approved.  This gives further impetus to build a special 
dock just for membersô dinghies. 
 
We have a renewed initiative in place to upgrade our OYC 
Wi-Fi system; stay tuned. 
 
Please see Greg Whittaker or contact me for projects to earn 
CSP hours. 
 
Contact me at mainstationchairofoyc@gmail.com or by 

phone at 360.701.8800. 

Rick Antles, Main Station Chair 
rantles@gmail.com 
S/V White Raven 

LEFT:  Work continues on the 200 docks.  Note the louvered path-

way which allows more light into the sea.  Plans were for 200 level 

boats to return in April 

Commodore Mike Phillips swears in three new couples  

PC Leslie Thompson tries on a centerpiece 
from the last membership meeting.  The 
April showers did not penetrate the club-
house.  

 Dean Questi and Rich Wells enjoy the spring 
warmth at  the April Membership meeting. 

Last Monthôs Dinner Meeting 
Rick and Patti Taylor 

mailto:mainstationchairofoyc@gmail.com
mailto:rantles@gmail.com
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Dear Members, 
  
The Clubhouse Committee met on Monday, April 
4th for our regular meeting.  We continued to discuss a 
three-year integrated plan for improvements for the 
clubhouse.  Gina Carlson, Dunamis Interiors provided 
us with a vision/plan based on our last discussions with 
her.  Expect to see a story board in the clubhouse with 
colors, fabrics, and possibilities for the future.  We are 
also trying to develop a noise mitigation plan and look-
ing at different noise reduction options for that. 
  
The bathroom remodel/adjustments will begin some-
time after opening day.  If you are interested in earning 
CSP hours and have some basic carpentry skills, please 
contact me so we can let you know when we have pro-

jects coming up.  Also, we will need a painting team 
with experience, especially with trim work.  That will 
be in the works over the summer.  Iôd like to add your 
name to the list of possibilities. 
  
A bar plan is being developed which we hope to pre-
sent to the BOT for approval in the next month or so. 
  
A clubhouse use/rental calendar has been posted 
through August.  Rental agreements are available on 
the bulletin board.  Let me know if you take the last 
one so I can make sure they are replenished.  Please 
remember to contact me (360-581-3188) before put-
ting anything on the calendar.  Life will be easier for all 
of us.  

Our next meeting is Monday, May 2, 
at 6pm (scheduled for the first Monday of each month), 
please join us. 

Clubhouse 
Michelle Aguilar-Wells, Chair 

OYC SAFETY DAY  MAY 7 2016 
  
Between 10 am and 1 pm, AmeriSafe of Tumwater will 
again provide our members with hands on experience 
extinguishing a real fire in a burn pan. 

  
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS -- Learn the difference between types of extinguishers and how long different size extin-
guishers last in fighting a fire.  Bring your fire extinguishers to the clubhouse parking lot for a safety check and ser-
vice if necessary.  Note: If your fire extinguisher gauge is in the green and the extinguisher has been sitting in its 
mount all year, especially if you have used the boat often (lots of vibrations) the dry chemical will be caked in the bot-
tom of the extinguisher internal feed tube and will most likely clog the extinguisher, and it will not function proper-
ly.  Learn how to dislodge the caked dry chemical powder in your extinguisher, so it will function properly.  On your 
vessel or at home, know how to keep your fire extinguisher dry chemical in powder form and usable.   
  
C.O. DETECTORS -- We still have a few salt water environment style marine carbon monoxide detectors available. 
Because I have diesel engines, and I don't need them.  WRONG -- any gas engine (boat) exhaust fumes next to or 
close to you can enter through your vessels hatches, windows or doors. A few prevention measures could save your 
life.  Note: Household style C.O. detectors and or smoke detectors are not designed for salt water marine environ-
ments and will deteriorate and become nonfunctional.  A few extra $ is well worth your safety. 
  
SS RETRACTABLE LADDERS -- We still have a few SS retractable ladders for your own open slip or boathouse. 
Yes, they are like the ones you see around OYC.  From my own personal experience several years ago, when you fall 
in the water your clothes become saturated, and you are so heavy you cannot climb up on the dock or your swim 
step.  I know because several years ago when I fell in the water in my boathouse and I needed help to get out of the 
water.  Thankfully I had help and trudged up to the clubhouse dripping large amounts of water on the way to the out-
side shower and to change to dry clothes.  After I put the wet clothes in a plastic bag, I was surprised at how heavy the 
wet clothes still were. Yes, it is easy to remember when we were all young bucks, lots of muscle and strong, however 
that was a long time ago for some of us at OYC.  Today many of us are much older, and I don't know about you, but I 
not only lost the youth but also the strength.  Sometimes I seem to be a slow learner, but I have installed an OYC style 
SS retractable ladder in my boathouse.  Because I am not always at our OYC moorage, I also installed a retractable SS 
ladder under my swim step with a handle on top to assist in getting out of the water and back on board by myself.  
  
Just some food for thought for you and your family's safety on the water.  

Safety Committee 
PC Richard Erwin, Chair 

 

tel:%28360-581-3188
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The OYC recently received a donation of nautical 
books from the estate of Robert Earl Carlson, local 
resident. Several of the books date from the early 
1900s ï they are beautiful volumes with illustrations 

and embossed covers. I placed a few of them temporarily in the history 
cabinet (western corner of the Main Station) in case anyone would like 
to see them or borrow them.  Some of these books are available online, 
without the illustrations.  Online books have many advantages 
(affordability, sustainability, ease of storage), but the hard-copy illustra-
tions and embossed covers truly add something to the experience of 
reading seafaring stories. A few of the covers and illustrations are pro-
vided here. 

Special Notice: 

Yacht clubs need history. A recent article in BoatUS, for instance, of-
fered advice on how to ñbuild upò a yacht club. It includes the following 
suggestion: ñEach club inevitably has a club historian, whether for-
mally recognized or not.  Find yours, and encourage these members 
to do historical boating presentations at your local maritime museum, 
lighthouse, or neighborhood civic association.  Historical presenta-
tions using old photographs and trophies can showcase an organiza-
tion as truly embedded in a neighborhood or city.ò (See ñBuilding Up 
America's Boat Clubs,ò by Troy Gilbert and Bernadette Bernon, 2016. 
http://www.boatus.com/magazine/2016/april/boat-clubs.asp). 

History provides a context for understanding our current and future activities. ñThe past isnôt dead,ò wrote 
William Faulker. ñIt isnôt even past.ò The past is part of us ï and preserving and studying history is more 
about the future than it is about quaint stories that happened long ago. 

OYC annuals indicate that our club has had an official historian off and on for many decades.  PC Mike Con-
tris served in this position before PC Tony Re appointed me in 2008.  It has been an honor to serve the OYC 
in this manner, and I have cherished the opportunity to meet and interview many members, who have gener-
ously shared their amazing stories, photos, and documents.  After eight years I am stepping down (as of 
June 2016). If anyone is interested in becoming the official OYC historian, please call me at 206-465-
0630 ï I will pass along your interest and information.  Responsibilities include collecting and organizing 
historical records and providing information for The Beachcomber and website.  This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to engage with members while contributing to our club by preserving its heritage.  I am still an OYC 
member and will be available for help and consultation.  Next monthôs column ï my last ï will include sam-
ples of my favorite documents collected over the years. 

The History Corner 
Lisa Mighetto, OYC Historian 
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Adult Keelboat Classes 

Hello everyone, see the following Spring and Summer schedule of adult keelboat classes for this year starting at the end of this 

month.  The OYC has purchased a J24 boat for this purpose and along with other member boats we are excited to be able to offer 

these classes to you.   If you aren't interested, please pass on the info.  You will be able to build your skills and gain experience and 

confidence throughout the summer.  If we have more novice sailors than we have classes scheduled currently we can add more 

classes later in the summer and again in the fall.    

  

Please note, some of the classes need to be reserved through Olympia Parks and Recreation and some are only available through 

signing up through me.   This is indicated next to each class.   We do not have a participant cap at this time as we will try to accom-

modate each classôs enrollment by using Olympia Yacht Club and South Sound Sailing Society boats.  This will enhance your sail-

ing experience because you will be able to experience sailing on several different boats during the class.  If you have any questions 

at all, please don't hesitate to contact me (Mary Fitzgerald olymfitz@hotmail.com 

 

Adult Classes 

New!  Keelboat Sailing 

Keelboat sailing is a new class being offered using the clubôs new J24 keelboat purchased to allow adults more ease of movement 

while onboard and current member boats, depending on number of class participants.  This 24 foot boat offers a big cockpit that 

will facilitate up to 5 students and one instructor without the physical restrictions that many adults experience in our smaller 14 foot 

Vanguard 420 boats.  We may also make use of OYC members and their personal boats depending on enrollment.  If you are a new 

boat owners with little or no experience, you are encouraged to take these classes to gain knowledge and experience before heading 

off on your own excursions. 

Basic Keelboat Classes 

This is an introduction to keelboat sailing for the inexperienced. We will cover boat rigging, knots, points of sail, sail trim, finding 

wind and give each student time to learn the various roles that a skipper and crew fill to successfully sail in all types of wind and 

weather.  We will also cover rules of the road and use of navigation aids for safely traveling from our moorage slips out into the 

harbor for our outings.   This is a great beginning class for anyone who has the dream of someday owning their own boat and cruis-

ing our own Salish Sea or Coastal Cruising in the Puget Sound area.   You will get a full 12 hours of class with most of it being on 

the water. 

Spring classes  

Spring Class Registration is only through Mary Fitzgerald  360-754-1516 or 360-250-1230  olymfitz@hotmail.com 
 
April 23rd  9-4pm 

April 24th  1pm ï 6pm 

Summer Classes 

Summer Class Registration is  only through Olympia Parks and Rec.  Please call 360-753-8380 

June 6,8,13, and 15th       5:30-8:30 pm                         $189 

July 11,13,17, and 20th 

 

Womens Keelboat Classes 

This is a learn-to-sail class for women who want a non-competitive, supportive atmosphere to learn the basics of sailing or 

a practice class for former students.  Classes will include learning how to rig the boats used in the class, knots, sailing terminology, 

finding wind, the Sailing Circle and more.  Bring your enthusiasm and a friend! 

Spring Class 

Registration for Spring classes are only through Mary Fitzgerald  @ 350-250-1230, 360-754-1516 or olymfitz@hotmail.com 

May 9th, 11th,16th,18th  (Monday/Wednesday)  5:30-dusk 

mailto:olymfitz@hotmail.com
mailto:olymfitz@hotmail.com
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Summer classes  

Enrollment is only through Olympia Parks and Recreation   360-753-8380 

July 2   Saturday  9am-4pm                                           $189.00 

July 3  Sunday 1pm ï 6pm 

 

Advanced Keelboat Sailing 

Advanced Keelboat Sailing will include  a review of the basics and introduction to  the different systems that keelboats all use to 

get you from place to place.  Our review will include standing rigging, running rigging, points of sail, sail trim.  You will have 

time for practicing skills learned in previous classes or prior experience on keelboats.  We will practice tacking, gybing, reefing 

sails and overboard drills.  We will also introduce you to systems used for safety such as VHF radios, first aid on board, use of 

outboards, anchoring and docking.  You will be introduced to reading charts and shown how to plan a day long trip.  Our discus-

sions will cover how to un-ground a boat, safety tips and knowledge that only comes from personal experience.  This is a class 

designed to provide you with a step-up to cruising our local waters safely. 

August 15th, 17th, 22nd ,24th    5:30  pm ï dusk           $189.00 

 

Sailing to Hope Island 

For students who have taken at least one basic sailing class and the Advanced Keelboat Class.   We will take your previously 

gained knowledge and apply it to actually going somewhere and getting home again.   This class will include one three hour ses-

sion and one day long session to historic Hope Island , 6 miles from Olympia just off the end of Steamboat Island , near Carlyon 

beach.   Hope Island is a beautiful water-access-only State Park whose history includes truck farming and is the original home of 

the Island Belle grape grown in the early part of the 1900ôs.  Deer, otter, eagles and shell fish abound.  We will plan and execute 

our trip using sailing, charting, anchoring or picking up mooring buoys.  We will tow an inflatable boat with us to provide you 

with a picnic ashore under ancient walnut and apple trees in the islands beautiful orchard. 

August 25th   5:30-8:30            classroom at OYC 

August 27    10 am- return      On the water 

 

Potential  Fall Classes 

Safe Boating classes. 

This is a new series of classes we are sponsoring for old and new boat owners.   This class applies to both power boats and sail-

boats.  We are trying to foster safety on the water and an awareness of safe boating practices amongst all boaters in the south 

Sound area.   Some of our classes will be directly related to safety such as first aid and safe boating practices but other classes 

will be about maintenance, repairs, piloting and course charting.    All boats have systems that perform different and separate 

functions.   We will be offering these classes separately, each one taught by instructors with practical boating experience.  Clas-

ses include  the following and are limited to a one day 3 hour classroom session with time for questions and for problem solving 

Engines ï diesel ï feeding and care of basics.  Rigging/standing rigging   Jason - Aloft marine 

Ground tackle/anchoring.   Propane on board 

Outboard engineséoh how we love to hate them 

Sails, inventory, care and feeding 

First aid aboard 

Water systems, Heads, portapotties/rules and regs 

Buying a boatéhow to decide what you want 
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MEMORIAL DAY CRUISE  

at ISLAND HOME  

MAY 27 TO 30 
 

YOUR ATTENDENCE IS REQUESTED AT THE ABOVE: 

 

 

FRIDAY, MAY 27 - - POT LUCK APPETIZERS, BEER AND  

WINE AT 5:00 OR SO.  SO BRING SOMETHING GOOD! 

SATURDAY THE 28TH- - GAMES, BURGERS AND BEER  

LUNCH 

SUNDAY THE 28TH - - BBQ PORK AND TURKEY DINNER  

WITH ALL THE FIXINGS. 

MONDAY, MEMORIAL DAY - - BREAKFAST AND THE  

MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY 

In addition to the above:  There will be games and 

activities including a wine tasting at some point. 

 

 

 

$20.00 per person, $10.00 per child 
Set reservations on  705-3767  by May 23 

 
Questions or want to help?  Contact Walt Schefter at 

wschefter@comcast.net or 491-2313 

mailto:wschefter@comcast.net
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Coming May 21st ! 

Seventh Annual South Sound Womenôs Boating Seminar 

This yearôs South Sound Womenôs Boating Seminar will be held on: 

Saturday, May 21, from 8:00am to 5:00pm at the 

Olympia Yacht Club in downtown Olympia 

201 Simmons St NW, Olympia WA 

 

Admission: $35 (plus small processing fee from Brown Paper Tickets) 

Registration is Now Open: 
 
You are invited to learn and strengthen fundamental boating skills at the Womenôs 
Boating Seminar, Saturday, May 21, from 8:00am to 5:00pm at the Olympia Yacht 
Club in downtown Olympia.  

Online registration is now open for the South Sound Womenôs Boating Seminar.  
Make your reservations directly at southsoundwbs@brownpapertickets.com or learn 
more about the seminar and access the site through Womenôs Boating Seminar page at www.ssssclub.com/wbs.htm of the South 
Sound Sailing Society website.  

Schedule of Events 

¶ Strategy vs Strength:  The day begins as Alison Mazon demonstrates how to use the principles of physics rather 
than just strength to accomplish Titanic tasks without injury or an extra hand.  

¶ Docking: Even seasoned boaters experience tense moments docking amid currents, winds, neighboring boats and 
rising insurance costs.  ñAceò Spragg tackles this issue head-on, guiding us with her vast experience. 

¶ Hands-on Fair: After lunch, choose from a variety of activities including marine radio communication, knot tying, 
and line heaving.  New this year is ñChart Reading 101ò decoded by Barbara Emmons.  Barbara explains the key 
information you need for safe navigation.  A local representative of the United States Coast Guard will also be on 
hand to explain the requirements that every boat must meet before leaving the dock and how you can prepare your 
vessel for Coast Guard inspection.  

¶ Breakout Sessions: In an afternoon breakout session, Lynne Reister examines what to consider when buying a 
boat.  In another breakout session, Alison Mazon shows us the basics of the outboard engine and how to keep it 
working. 

¶ Sea/She stories: The seminar closes with our speakers sharing their own experiences during a session. This is a 
chance to learn how you too can solve problems when things go wrong.  You're encouraged to share your stories 
and ask questions for some surprising and creative problem solving.   

So bring your stories and join us for our seventh year of women helping women to gain 

boating skills and build your confidence.  Enjoy a great day of networking and laughter 

with other women boaters.  Every participant has a chance to win valuable door prizes.  In 

addition, we are offering raffles for wonderful merchandise and services to sponsor ñGirls 

at the Helmò Scholarships.  All this plus a sumptuous lunch is still only $35 plus a small 

processing fee from Brown Paper Tickets.  For registration information and a link to 

Brown Paper Tickets, check the South Sound Womenôs Boating Seminar Webpage at 

http://www.ssssclub.com/wbs.htm  or register directly at http://

southsoundwbs.brownpapertickets.com/ 

line heaving éé... radio procedures éé.. knot tying ééé.. 

mailto:southsoundwbs@brownpapertickets.com
http://www.ssssclub.com/wbs.htm
http://www.ssssclub.com/wbs.htm
http://southsoundwbs.brownpapertickets.com/
http://southsoundwbs.brownpapertickets.com/
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Junior Sailing GARAGE SALE June 4th  

YOU CAN HELP OUR BOAT FUNDRAISING EFFORTS BY DONATING GENTLY USED ITEMS.  If you 

are doing any spring cleaning, we sure would like to help you out.  We will be accepting items for our upcoming Gar-

age Sale the last week of May.   Furniture, housewares, treasures of all kinds ï we need them.   This garage sale is to 

raise money for new FJ boats for our high school sailing team.  Currently we have to charter boats at each regatta we 

go to because we do not have the type of boats used to compete. 

Please call or contact Mary Fitzgerald  - 360-250-1230   olymfitz@hotmail.com or  

Becky Hellman    olysailors@gmail.com to donate and find out YTBD location 

 

Items still needed for our J-24 

Thanks to everyoneôs generosity so faré..we still need a few items for our new J-24 boat.  

Please see our list below. 

First Aid kit                  Chart #1 

Flares, flare gun, signal smoke                Handheld GPS 

Fire Extinguisher                 OYC/SSSS Burgee 

        Block and tackle for Lifesling           Handheld VHF radio 

tel:360-250-1230
mailto:olymfitz@hotmail.com
mailto:olysailors@gmail.com
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