
  

 

Commodore 

Captain Walter Schefter 
First Mate Catherine Schefter 

M/V Rob Roy 

OLYMPIA YACHT CLUB 

September 2016 

W eôve just returned from the Commodoreôs Cruise and you should have been there.  It was a great time.  We had a total of 

29 boats participate in all or portions of the Cruise.  The threat of poor 

weather caused a cancellation of our Wagon Wheel but otherwise the 

cruise was a success.  Those boats that wanted to go further left the 

cruise at Telegraph Harbour for parts north and others ventured off as 

well.  By the time we ended up leaving our final marinas there were 

about seven of us remaining.  That is as a successful cruise should be 

with most members parting off to their own final destinations.  We 

hope to see more of you next year on that Commodoreôs Cruise.  As 

part of that cruise, or as a spin off ,I am hopeful some of us will follow 

along with other members to Vancouver BC to their fireworks compe-

tition. 

On September 7th we return to our monthly dinner meetings, this year with a new caterer ï Bayview Cater-

ing.  I am confident this will be a great event, the first dinner being a steak dinner.  With our RC Marty and 

Jen helping, it will be a success.  Donôt forget to reserve a spot if you are not already on the permanent reser-

vation line.   

Finally, please attend the Labor Day Cruise at Island Home.  It is always a great ñend of summerò cruise. At 

that cruise you will also hear from Chris Cheney who is heading the Foofaraw event for OYC.  Please put 

Foofaraw on your calendar as we always need memberôs boats to transport the 300 plus service and host 

members to the island.  Itôs an experience you do need to be with. 

Iôm looking forward to a great year at OYC and expect to see you about. 

Commodore Walt Schefter  

First Mate Catherine 

M/V Rob Roy 
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Vice Commodore 
Captain Bill Sloane 
First Mate Lorie Sloane 
S/V Endless Summer 

 

For myself and Lorie, and I suspect many of our fellow OYC members, 

the highlight of our boating year is our extended summer cruise.  That 

certainly was the case this year for Lorie and me as we headed north to 

our nieceôs wedding on a bluff overlooking Fishermanôs Bay on Lopez 

Island.  We ran into some OYC members there, Ed and Nancy Stolarik, 

who had had good luck crabbing. After the wedding, we joined Commo-

dore Walt and Catherine Schefterôs Commodoreôs Cruise, meeting up 

with twenty plus OYC boats in the beautiful waterfront town of Ganges 

on Salt Spring Island in the southern Gulf Islands of Canada.  The town 

is beautiful, the people are friendly and Lorie and I had an unexpected 

bonus. 

 

A couple of years ago, I inadvertently broke the quarter inch copper line 

between the evaporator in my boatôs refrigerator and the compressor.  I 

bought a new unit, copper line attached and pre-charged with the compliant refrigerant fluid, and had it in-

stalled, but the refrigerator never would get as cold as it should.  I tried unsuccessfully to have the original 

installer, or anyone in Seattle, Bremerton, Tacoma, or Olympia to come and service my refrigerator.  Calls 

never returned or some Seattle firms, recommended by others, said they could service my refrigerator, in Oc-

tober.  

 

In Ganges, we went in to Mouatôs House Hardware store in downtown and asked at the marine supplies 

counter if there was anyone who could service our boatôs refrigerator.  We were given three names, three 

phone numbers.  I called all three and left a message on each, saying we were in town for about 36 hours and 

need help with our refrigerator.  This was about 2:00 PM on Monday.  Two people called me back, one man 

telling to call one of the names I had already called.  That man called me at 7:30 PM that night and said, yes, 

he could come by the next morning at 11:00 AM.  Sure enough, there he was the next day at my boat with 

another man, a vacuum pump and a bottle of refrigerant with him.  

 

An hour later, he had evacuated the air and refrigerant from the copper line and recharged the refrigerant flu-

id, my refrigerator was getting colder for the first time in two years.  He stuck around until he confirmed the 

system was working.  I ask what I owed, and he scratched his head, and said, ñhow does $85 sound?ò  Letôs 

see, two men, one and one half hours of service, thatôs three hours or $28.33 per hour.  ñSure I said.ò Let me 

get the money.  

 

Cruising, like traveling, reveals the world to us outside our own little corner of the globe.  I recommend it 

highly. 

 

Vice Commodore Bill Sloane 

southsoundbill@gmail.com 

First Mate Lorie Sloane 

S/V Endless Summer 

mailto:southsoundbill@gmail.com
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Rear Commodore 
Captain Marty Graf 
First Mate Jen Graf 
M/V William West 

Hello Everyone!!  

Hope you all have been having a fun summer out on the water.  We had a 

great time on the Commodore's cruise. It was the first time we have gone 

that far and been gone that long. It proved to be stressful at times. Canadians 

don't have the same snack selections and there is ice cream at every stop to 

tease the kids.  It is also windy up there.  I don't mind the rough water but I 

was not happy about the wind, which only seemed to pick up when we were 

waiting for slip assignments or trying to set the anchor. 

 

Now, letôs talk about the mythical creatures we call whales.  We saw the 

whale watching boats.  We heard reports of sightings on the radio.  We 

crossed the Straits of Juan De Fuca in hopes of spotting one and saw no such 

animal.  So I'm thinking we are dealing with another form of the Loch Ness 

Monster but in our waters.  Commodore Walt says one went by him on the 

trip.  I hate to say it but I think he is mocking me.  The whale, not our Com-

modore. 

 

Well, thatôs all the time we have for reminiscing. We are kicking off a new year of dinner meetings with a new cater-

er!  The dinner menu for the next few months is coming together nicely and I think you'll all be pleased with the out-

come.  Don't forget to call the reservation line if you would like to attend the September dinner meeting, confirm at-

tendance for the upcoming Oktoberfest cruise, or just want to hear the sound of my voice. 

 

Marty Graf 

Rear Commodore 

M/V William West 
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The Beachcomber is published by the Olympia Yacht Club each month 
during the year (except July) and distributed by postal mail and email 
to the membership and associates. 
 
- Distribution: Postal mail 304, email 350 
- Editor: Gary Wilson / Mike Lackey oycbeachcomber@gmail.com 
- Printer: Minuteman Press  www.olympia.minutemanpress.com/ 
- Advertising: $100/year contact Gary Wilson oycbeachcomber@gmail.com 
- Change of address (or boat): Webmaster   rmorsette@gmail.com 

Directory 2015-2016  
Bridge   
Commodore, Walt Schefter            491-2313 
Vice Commodore , Bill Sloane                           280-3276 
Rear Commodore, Marty Graf                               951-7202 
Fleet Captain Sail, Mark Welpman                 253-509-7073 
Fleet Captain Power,  Mitch Mitchell                    951-5880 
Immediate Past Commodore, Mike Phillips          786-8399 
 
Board of Trustees 
Bob Van Schoorl     57-4121 
Maryann Gamache, Secretary  
 951-3083 
Mike Gowrylow    352-2875 
Gene Coakley                                                         736-5639 
Bruce Snyder                                                  253-582-6676 
Bill Wilmovsky    786-1829 
Bob Beckman            206-755-4011 
 
Other Contacts  
Anchorettes, Aileen Zelis   459-2557 
Beachcomber Editor, Gary Wilson  459-7927 
                                   Michael Lackey  701-2760 
Budget and Finance, Joe Downing  584-6807 
By Laws, Curtis Dahlgren   236-8221 
Club House, Michelle Aguilar-Wells  581-3188 
Club Service Program, PC Les Thompson 352-7628 
 mvecstasea@aol.com 
Environmental Awareness, John Sherman  754-7657 
Foofaraw, Chris Cheney   790-6147 
Government Affairs, Gary Ball          206-484-2818  
Historical Committee, Lisa Mighetto              206-465-0630 
Island Home Committee, Earl Hughes  352-3748  
Juniors Program, Mary Fitzgerald           754-1516 
Long Range Planning, Ed Crawford   866-9087 
Lunch Bunch, Kelly and Mary Ann Thompson     402-9999 
   kt2oly@gmail.com or maryannreadslots@aol.com 
Main Station Committee, Rick Antles                   701-8800 
Membership Committee, Bill Wilmovsky 786-1829 
Moorage Master, Bridget Shreve  561-3289 
OYC Foundation, Pete Janni   956-1992 
Quartermaster, Margaret Snyder           253 219-1876 
                         Judy Ball                               412-7473 
Reciprocal Committee, Gary Gronley  866-3974 
Sunshine Committee, Barbara Narozonick 943-5708 
Safety Committee, PC Richard Erwin  486-9961 
Treasurer, Jon Bryant   866-7446 
Webmaster, Ron Morsette   790-2002 
WIC Representative, Kim Shann  491-3786 
Yearbook, Jan Wilson                                            556-6190 
 OYCyearbook@gmail.com 
 
Care Takers: 
Main Station:  Greg Whittakeréé(call or text)    280-5757 
        oyccaretaker@comcast.net 
Island Home: George Whittakeré. (call or text)  688-0059 
    oyccaretaker@gmail.com   
Club Functions & Dinner Reservationséééé. 705-3767 
 
Website:  www.olympiayachtclub.org 
OYC photos:  
 https://picasaweb.google.com/109691630233069435061 
 

Associate Memberships: 
 - Boat U.S group: Olympia Yacht Club 

 Group # GA83470Y 
 

Harbor Patroléééééééééééééé..507-2650 

Main Station: 
Olympia Yacht Club 
201 Simmons Street NW 
Olympia, WA  98501 

Island Home: 
Olympia Yacht Club 
4921 E. Pickering Road 
Shelton, WA  98584-8889 

 
 

ñAny fool can carry on, but a wise 
man knows how to shorten sail in 
time.ò 
 
                  ðð Joseph Conrad 

Webmaster 
Ron Morsette, Chair 

 

Check out the OYC Website 

¶ Photos of recent events 

¶ Current Puget Sound fuel prices 

¶ Club documents for download 

¶ Past Beachcombers 

¶ Classified ads 

¶ History Corner 
www.olympiayachtclub.org 

 
Photos this issue:   Denise Zermer, Sarah Hanavan  
Gary Wilson 

mailto:oycbeachcomber@gmail.com
mailto:oycbeachcomber@gmail.com
mailto:rmorsette@gmail.com
mailto:mvecstasea@aol.com
mailto:kt2oly@gmail.com
mailto:maryannreadslots@aol.com
mailto:oycyearbook@gmail.com
mailto:oyccaretaker@comcast.net
mailto:oyccaretaker@gmail.com
http://www.olympiayachtclub.org/
https://picasaweb.google.com/109691630233069435061
http://www.olympiayachtclub.org/


5 

 

[!.hw 5!¸ /w¦L{9  

!¢ L{[!b5 Iha9 

 

     FRIDAY, SEPT 2ND TO MONDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 5 
 

Friday:    Pot luck Appetizers at 5:00 or so 

 

Saturday:  Games - - Bocce Ball, Horse Shoes, Sail boat racing and all                   

                                   forms of games. 

                                   5:00 or so, BBQ-Smoker Dinner at Clubhouse ï    

                                   Full Meal Deal.   A Gary and Deb Waldherr 

                                   Special 

 

Sunday:     Games continue,  BBQ Hamburger/Dogs lunch and just 

                   A time for fun 

 

Monday:    Breakfast at the Clubhouse with prizes for the games and a 

                   Return to Olympia. 

 

Call the reservation line at 705-3767 to reserve a spot.  Reservations are 

needed so we can plan the meals. 

Cost of the event is $15.00 per person or $10.00 for children 
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Ahoy OYC! 
AnneMarie and I are extremely excited to be your new Fleet Captains Power.  We hope you 
have all enjoyed your summer, whether it be out on the water cruising or other enjoyable 
activities with friends and family.  Some of you may have heard that the Fleet Captain Pow-
er-First Mate, AnneMarie, has been on injured reserve list this summer but with a little 
more healing weôll have M/V Release out on the water for Labor Day and beyond.  Follow-
ing the sports metaphor, whoôs going to the Seahawks opening day game against the Miami 
Dolphins?  Us, but I dare not mention who I may or may not be rooting for. 
 
Speaking of soon, there are quite a few upcoming cruises and activities planned:  Foofaraw 
- September 9th, 2016. There was a recent mention or something I read about a bunch of one 
legged ducks having propulsion issues swimming in synchronized circles headed to Foo-
faraw and a request to self-sabotage starboard engines?  Sign me up!  And then there is the 
annual Oktoberfest trek through high seas made of beer to Island 

Home (September 23rd, 24th and 25th).  Break out the lederhosen and join us for a great time.  
Come out for the day even!  Look for a flyer with more details at the dinner meeting.  
 
Fleet Captain Jesse Mitchell ñMitchò 
First Mate AnneMarie Murdock 
M/V Release 

Fleet Captain Power 
Captain Jesse Mitchell ñMitchò 
First Mate AnneMarie Murdock 

M/V Release  

Sept 23 ð  Sept 25 

FOOFARAW SEPTEMBER 9, 2016 
 
What a year it has been so far.  Apparently cruising is hard on boats and crews; this year may have had a record number of 
members leaving the local area and headed to points afar.  And what was a fine and large list of boats for our event, started 
crumbling 15 August.   We had plenty (more than enough) up to that point, figuring a normal attrition rate.   

Wrong!  Broken boats, some deciding not to come back from their cruise, some deciding to 
go on a cruise after all, some deciding to go boating in other parts of the world and our boat 
list was decimated in a few days. Fortunately, many stepped up and are doing FOOFARAW 
for the first time this year, and several of those are brand new members!  That is pretty great.  
We may  need more boats if the cancellations keep coming, so if you are interested please let 
me know. 
 
Additional complications; our partner, the Thurston County Chamber of Commerce had a 
personnel change  recently, Alisha Blain,  my counterpart for many years has moved on, but 
is attempting to guide her replacement.  It is quite complicated coordinating many vendors, 
food and drink, entertainment and volunteers to all come together on time at IH, plus invit-
ing, arranging, and placement of a few hundred guests on 43 or so boats.  Fortunately our 

OYC team is up to speed and hitting it hard.   Should Bob Job, Cindy Smith, the Taylors or Dene Hartman ever quit or re-
sign, we would be in trouble.  Thus, they are indentured servants and the only way they can be freed is they have to thor-
oughly train their replacements, and then maybe, just maybe they can have a life. 
 
A pleasant addition will be some of our own members singing the National Anthem for the flag ceremony, a higher power 
radio base station at IH to facilitate VHF comms, and a F-Fraw chairman that hopefully will have completed counseling 
and deep relaxation techniques in time. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to volunteer (we do need a couple of dock helpers at IH with portable radios) 
please let me know.  A complete expose and instructions will be forthcoming soon and a skippers meeting at IH during the 
Labor Day Cruise for those that can attend. 
 
Chris Cheney 
360-790-6147 



7 

 

Board of Trustees 
Bob Van Schoorl, Chair 

M/V Amstel 

The Board of Trustees members were out cruising the waters of Puget Sound, the Gulf Islands and points north during 
August so we cancelled our August Board meeting.  Several of the Trustees joined the Commodoreôs Cruise.  Thanks 
to Commodore Walt and First Lady Catherine for planning and leading this fabulous cruise.  Meg and I participated in 
over half of the Cruise, like many others, ducking out of and back into the Cruise.  This was a great opportunity to get 
better acquainted with fellow Club members and to explore new destinations with the support of other OYC boats.   
The challenge for next year has been put forth and we strongly encourage you to join us on the 2017 Commodoreôs 
Cruise. 
 
As I mentioned last month, this is the time of the year that the Board looks at the many OYC committees and we reach-
out to you to encourage you to join a committee of your choice.  As usual we will also be recruiting for several new 
committee chairs as some have completed their term of serve and are moving on. 
 
Do you dream of being a well-read author?  You can have your own monthly column in the Beachcomber as the OYC 
Historian.  Interested?   Just contact any of the Trustees and we will provide you with more information.  Later this year 
we will need to appoint a new Mainstation Chair since Rick and Susie are going cruising.  It would be great if you 
would step forward to head-up this important committee and maybe have a learning opportunity from the current chair 
before he departs. 
 
Please consider stepping up into a leadership position in your club.  Or sign up as a member of a committee so you can 
learn more about how OYC is managed. 
 
The Board of Trustees meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at the Club 
House.  The next scheduled BOT meeting is on September 14. 
 
Happy Cruising!  Enjoy the fabulous month of September on the water. 

OYC Junior Sailing out in force the first week of August  

Erin, Olympia Sailor sailing at Leiter Cup, July  
Farzana, North Thurston and Owen, Olympia leading the 
pack at Sail Sand Point Team Race Regatta in May  

Photos from Sarah Hanavan  

OYC Junior Sailing Program 
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Immunizations 

When I was a boy, in the last century, we had 4 choices ï 

left or right arm or left or right butt ï for tetanus. That was 

thought to be good forever unless you needed a booster for a puncture wound. We survived and almost nobody got 

and died of tetanus after that. 

Now there is MMR (measles, mumps, rubella-3 day measles), meningococcus (MCV), Hepatitis A, pneumococcal, 

influenza, TDap (tetanus, diphtheria, and whooping cough), polio, rotavirus, H. influenza, and Varicella (chickenpox). 

And you can add the vaccine for Human Papillomavirus to that. I interviewed a young immigrant from South America 

who was about to enter school here. No known immunizations. He left the clinic a human pincushion. 

Phew ï so why get immunized ï we hardly ever see that stuff anymore. There is such a thing as herd immunity. If 

virtually everyone is immune, then these diseases canôt get a foothold in our society when someone from an underde-

veloped country visits or we visit them. There are a few in our society too sick to get these immunizations and the 

herd protects them. Years ago, a now totally discredited theory got into society and many were afraid to be immun-

ized. Washington law requires immunization (see attached schedule) with exemptions for medical or religious rea-

sons. 

Oh! Did I mention Flu shots are right around the corner?    Rich Hurst 

Fleet Surgeon 

Richard Hurst, M.D (ñRichò) 
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Clubhouse 
Michelle Aguilar-Wells, Chair 

Dear Members; 

Hope you are having fun on the water.  The Club-

house has been busy.  Over the last few months the 

committee has appointed Project Managers for the 

efforts we will be making to update the clubhouse 

over the next few years. By the time you read this 

some of the projects may be completed.  Dennis 

Backstrom is the project manager for the new bar, 

Cindy Smith will be working on making sure our 

posts are conforming, and Ray Maly has agreed to 

oversee the womenôs bathroom update and coat clos-

et update.  36 chairs were reupholstered and that pro-

ject was headed by Bob Wolf.  We would like to ex-

tend our greatest thanks to Bob for his dedicated time 

as BOT liaison to the committee as we welcome Bill 

Wilmovsky as our new liaison.  Greg is busily work-

ing on a clubhouse maintenance list and we will see 

those items taken care of over the summer. 

The calendar for clubhouse use has been posted and 

this is a reminder that you need to check out date 

availability with the clubhouse chair prior to writing 

in your meeting or event.  You can find clubhouse 

rental agreements on the bulletin board or by writing 

and asking for e-mail copies. 

We have several items in the coat closet that have 

been left for a long time.  They will be removed by 

the end of August and donated.  If you think you may 

have left a jacket or coat, please check and recover 

them. 

HELP WANTED:  I am trying to develop a list of 

people with special skills that may be willing to earn 

some CSP hours on occasion by using those skills.  If 

you have carpentry, electrical, plumbing, or painting 

(interior/exterior) skill and might want to earn some 

hours on short term projects, please contact me so I 

can develop a list.  We would so love to know what 

you might be able to help with. 

See you at the first dinner meeting and happy boat-

ing. 

Michelle Aguilar-Wells, Clubhouse Chair 
360-581-3188 or aguilarwells@gmail.com 

Womensô Interclub Council 
Kim Shann, Representative 

Ladies of OYC, our next Women's Interclub luncheon, 
(first for the starting of the season) will be at Poulsbo 
Yacht Club, October 6, 2016.   
 
Please call Kim Shann 491-3786 for attending this lunch-
eon, program, and meeting other ladies from all 14 yacht 
clubs.   
 

Moorage Report 

Bridget Shreve, Moorage Master 

FIRE PREVENTION CHECKLIST 

Due by Sept. 30th 

The form is in the Beachcomber or can be downloaded. 

I will also have some forms in the clubhouse. 

This is an annual requirement.  Fines start in October for 

those forms not turned in. 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

Bridget Shreve 

Moorage Master 

(360) 561-3289 

 

Sunshine Committee 

Barbara Narozonick-Neuhauser, Chair 

This summer, flowers were sent to Carol Brown, Pam 
Panowicz, Chris Budelman and Deb Charneski. 
 
Barbara Narozonick Neuhauser 
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Greetings everyone.  
 
I hope you all have been enjoying the great summer out 
on the water. We are fast approaching the end of the 
Third Quarter of the year ð can you imagine it?  
 
There are still several opportunities to get your CSP 
hours in for the year whether it be for social events such 
as the Commodoreôs Ball, the Christmas Ball, cruises or 
for doing work around the club and Island Home. If you 
are in need of CSP hours you can just contact any 
Board or Bridge member for help as well as the 
Committee chairs. They are always looking for vol-
unteers. 
 
I will post the new CSP sheet at the September dinner 
meeting since it  is usually well attended. Also as  a re-
minder since I get inquiries every year, Foofaraw par-
ticipation only earns a maximum of 8 hours for the boat, 
period , no matter how long you are out there for the 
day. Chris Cheney will supply the counts to me, some-
times slowly LOL, but he always does. If you have any 
questions please feel free to call or e-mail me, my con-
tacts are in the Beachcomber. 
 
See you on the docks or at an event. 
 
PC Les Thompson 
CSP guru 
MV EcstaSea 

Club Service Program 
PC Les Thompson, Chair 

Lunch Bunch 
September 14th 

 

We have two big events this month at the Island.  First our 
big Labor Day Celebration followed right away by Foo-
faraw.  Good times at the Island this month.  As always 
please be kind to our hidden gem of a get away. 
 
This summer the Island has looked like something out of 
Better Homes and Garden.  The plants and hanging bas-
kets really are an eye full as you step on the Island from 
the bridge.  Good job George! 
 
The next Island Home Committee meeting will be  
September the 12th at 7 PM at the Main Station.   
 
This is a week later then normal 
because of Labor Day. 
  
Earl Hughes 
Island Home Chair 
MV Lady Bee II 
ehughes416@comcast.net 

Island Home 
Earl Hughes, Chair 

Quartermaster 
Margaret Snyder, Chair 

Judy and I are looking forward to filling our quarter-
master store with many new items. We've already 
been shopping so look for new styles at our Septem-
ber dinner meeting!  

Our first event was the Lakefair pizza party and it 
was a great success with lots of new items sold! 
Come October we will have warmer items such as 
hoodies, sweatshirts with both full zip and quarter 
zip, vests with hoods, and lots of long sleeved shirts. 

Please let us know if there is something 
you would like us to stock or special 
order for you. Just drop by the quarter-
master store whenever we are there. 
We are here to serve the needs of our 
members! We look forward to seeing 
you before the dinner meetings starting this fall! 

Quartermasters: Margaret Snyder and Judy Ball 

 
We're Back!! It's the season opener for Lunch Bunch,   
 
You are Invited - To join the Lunch Bunch gathering on 
Wednesday, September 14th at 11:30 for the best lunch 
in town.   
 
September is a good time to together and share stories of 
cruises and crashes, and adventures with your friends at 
OYC.   
 
For the modest price of just $6 (six dollars? - really? --
YES!)  We will share wonderfully delicious Pulled Pork 
sandwiches prepared by guest chefs Kate and Dale Wes-
tig.   
 
Did we mention that beverages and salad and dessert are 
included for this modest price?  Yes, they are.   
 
But Wait - There's More!  We have openings on the prep 
crew for this event.  No experience required, just a pleas-
ant nature and clean hands.  It really is fun  
 
Please join us.   
 
Kelly Thompson  
kt2oly@gmail.com  
360.402.9999 
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OYC Car Show 2016 

Photos from Mike Contris 


