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Kiwanis Club preparing to celebrate 100 years in Atlanta
Y

The Kiwanis Club of Atlanta is turning
100 years old on May 27, and the orga-
nization is celebrating the next several
months by exploring its history.

“It’s been fun,” said Blake Young,
president of the Kiwanis Club of Atlanta,
the oldest Kiwanis Club in Georgia.

Former Kiwanis President Bo Spal-
ding is chairing the Centennial Com-

mittee, which has planned for a series of |

events leading up to the anniversary.

It will hold a Centennial Gala on April
24 at the Atlanta History Center that will
feature the Big Chicken Beatles Band,
which covers songs from the popular
1960s rock group.

Georgia’s first Kiwanis Club was
founded in 1918 by 43 charter members
at the Kimball House hotel in downtown
Atlanta near Five Points. One of its ear-
lier service projects was selling Liberty
bonds to support Allied troops in the first
World War.

“We are first and foremost a service
club,” said Young, adding that the Kiwa-
nis Club will have a special service project
at the Hillside residential facility to cele-
brate its Centennial.

Kiwanians will be building a therapeu-
tic herb and vegetable garden at Hillside,
a129-year-old Atlanta not-for-profit pro-
viding residential and community mental
health services for children, adolescents
and families. The horticultural therapy
garden will be Hillside’s second. Kiwa-
nians built the first one in 1996.

The Kiwanis-Hillside relationship
dates back to 1930, when it opened the
Kiwanis Cottage at Hillside.

Other service projects have included
the opening of Camp Kiwanis, to serve
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Metro Atlanta,
in 1951; the receipt by the Kiwanis Kids
Cultural Challenge of the National Honor
Award for Program Excellence from the
Boys and Girls Clubs in 1994; and the part-
nership with the Association of Fundrais-
ing Professionals to launch “Philanthropy
in the Classroom” in 2009. All of those
relationships continue.

Also, at selected Tuesday luncheons
during the year, Kiwanians will take on
the roles of historical club leaders - shar-
ing perspectives on the club’s history and
Atlanta history by extension. Examples
of honorees include Henry Heinz and
Virgil Warren, who were Kiwanis Club
of Atlanta presidents in 1919 and 1947,
respectively. Heinz went on to become
Kiwanis International president in 1927,
and Warren was a legendary supporter of
the Atlanta Boys Clubs.

Young said Kiwanis is a special organi-
zation with 227 members. “Our members
serve the community locally and world-
wide, while building friendships that last
a lifetime,” he said.

In 2017, Kiwanis donated $245,000
to nearly 60 nonprofit organizations in
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metro Atlanta. The Kiwa oundation of
Atlanta, founded in 1953, iven away
a total of $5.6 million since 1%ception
- with a focus on youth servic

Also the Atlanta Kiwanis Fou!
raised and donated $150,000 to the
nis International-UNICEF Eliminate

tion
a_

ect, which seeks to eradicate matern@

and neonatal tetanus, a disease that has
claimed 34,000 lives annually worldwide.

“We are here dedicated to serve,”
Young said. “We are really proud to carry
the Kiwanis banner.”
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Atlanta City Council President Felicia
Moore was inaugurated Jan. 2.

Morehouse and the inauguration
For Morehouse College, the new year
started with a bang.

On Jan. 2 at the Martin Luther King Jr.
International Chapel, Morehouse hosted
the inauguration of Atlanta Mayor Kei-
sha Lance Bottoms, Atlanta City Council
President Felicia Moore, all the members
of City Council as well as all the members
of the Atlanta Municipal Court.

Jan. 2 also was the first official day at
work for Morehouse College President
David Thomas, who was named in Octo-
ber. Thomas has been in higher education
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Jan. 2 also was the first offieial day for
Morehouse President Davi omas.
74
for 30 years, and he most recenéf rved
as professor of business administration at
the Harvard Business School. He also is a
former dean of Georgetown University’s
McDonough School of Business.

Mayor Bottoms made special men-
tion of the importance of historically
black colleges and universities (HBCUs)
during her inaugural address, saying
she wanted “to enhance and fortify the
greatest concentration” of HBCUs in the
world. Atlanta is home to Morehouse Col-
lege, the Morehouse School of Medicine,
Spelman College, Clark Atlanta Univer-
sity, Morris Brown and the Interdenomi-
national Theological Center.

Bottoms pledged “to make them
meaningful partners in the transforma-
tion of the Westside,” and she said she
would seek to resolve the city’s lawsuit
with Clark Atlanta over the rights of the
land that the city acquired from Morris
Brown College.

“I'want to take a moment here to point
out that, as a graduate of Florida A&M

University, [ am the first Atlanta mayor
who is an HBCU graduate who did not
attend Morehouse College or Howard
University,” Bottoms said.

The late Atlanta Mayor Maynard Jack-
son attended Morehouse. Mayors Andrew
Young and Kasim Reed attended Howard
University.

American Cancer Society board
The Atlanta-based American Cancer
Society added seven new members to its
21-member board on Jan. 1.

The new board members include:

» Joseph Agresta Jr. of Englewood,
N.J., president of Benzel-Busch Motor
Car Corp.;

» Bruce Barron of Chicago, partner and
co-founder of Origin Ventures;

» Dr. Edward Benz Jr., of Boston,
president and CEO emeritus of the
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute;

» Nancy Birdwell of Albany, Texas,
recently retired executive vice
president and CEO of the Scott &
White Healthcare Foundation;

» Jennifer Crozier of Armonk, N.Y.,
president of the IBM Foundation
and vice president of IBM Corporate
Citizenship;

» Michael Marquardt of Greenville,
Delaware, CEO of Global Kompass
Strategies Inc.; and

» Gary Shedlin of New York, senior
managing director and chief financial
officer of BlackRock and a member of
its Global Executive Committee

“We welcome our new members, who
bring unique perspectives and expertise
to our outstanding board,” Dr. Kevin Cul-
len, 2018 chair of the Society’s board,
said in a statement. “The extensive tal-
ent and knowledge of our existing and
newly elected board members is critical
to helping the American Cancer Society
continue its mission to lead the fight for a
world without cancer by attacking cancer
from every angle.”

CURE Childhood Cancer
Two prominent Atlanta business execu-
tives have joined the board of Cure Child-
hood Cancer: Matt
Gephardt of the
Gephardt Group
and Bill Wernecke
of Delta Air Lines.
Cure Childhood
Cancer, founded
in Atlanta in 1975,
funds  break-
through research
to find a cure for
pediatric cancer
while providing comprehensive support
to patients, families and the provider
communities that support them.
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