

Good afternoon Kiwanians, it is an honor to be with you today to bring you reflections on a portion of the Atlanta Kiwanis Club’s rich and colorful history. My name is Virgil Warren. Before I begin, I do want to thank the Kiwanis Club for lending me these modern duds, as I have been wearing my 1950s attire since my demise in 1957.    

 My family owned and operated the Warren Refrigeration Company. We also helped in the war effort in 1942, making bomb casings in our plant located on Memorial Drive where the Larkin Coil Company would later be established. You also might remember the Warren Sports Arena which was located at the corner of Chester and Memorial. Many a great athlete played for our company. I am proud of my family’s history with Atlanta, but I am most proud of my association with the Atlanta Kiwanis Club, having served as your president in 1947, and the association we forged with the Atlanta Boys Clubs. Wow, not only has Kiwanis grown as a vital part of Atlanta’s civic community, but look at what the Boys and Girls Clubs of Atlanta has accomplished over the last 75 years. It was in 1938 that the Boys Club of Atlanta was started and I helped out by purchasing the property on which the old Jewish Progressive Club stood on Pryor Street to serve as the club’s location. And now that club bears my name. (Photo). 
Now I understand my friend Henry Heinz stood before you a couple of week ago and shared some stories about how the Atlanta Kiwanis Club began. Henry also probably told you how he was elected as president of Kiwanis International in1927 and how the Heinz Award, given annually by the Georgia District is named for him. Yes, he I and I do our share of bragging, oh I mean reminiscing, over there at Westview where we share our eternal resting places. 

Congratulation by the way on your 100 year anniversary!!! This club has served so many of our community’s youth and supported other organizations who in turn nurture and lift up those who need our help the most. 

I believe Henry brought you up to about the early 1920s with our club’s history. So if I may, let me walk you through our next 16 years to the year 1938. As you may recall from your history, the 1920s and 30s in our country and city saw some good times and some tough times. But through it all, Atlanta Kiwanis survived and thrived. 

On the national stage:
Warren Harding was president in 1922, (photo) until his untimely death in 1923 and Calvin Coolidge succeeded him. And before we knew it the country had plunged into an economic depression in 1929. But two local Atlantan’s lifted our spirits when Bob Jones (photo) won the “grand slam” of golf in 1930, and Margaret Mitchell’s (photo) Pulitzer Prize winning book, Gone with the Wind, was published in 1936. 
And what was our city “too busy to hate” doing during this period? The age of radio emerged in Atlanta with the establishment of WSB and WGST in 1922, The High Museum of Art opened in1926, and in 1928 air mail service was established between Atlanta and New York, thanks to an aviation jump start in 1927 when Charles Lindbergh (photo) made a stop at Candler Field, under the watchful eye of Aviation Committee Chairman, and future Mayor, William B. Hartsfield.
And what were we doing in that time frame? What we have always been doing: serving our community if a variety of ways!
In 1922  (PHOTO) - Following a normal Tuesday luncheon meeting, the entire club donned overalls, or as they were called then “Unionalls,” and white painters’ caps and marched to the downtown viaduct over Whitehall Street, now Peachtree, to paint that structure orange — a contribution to one of Atlanta’s “Clean Up, Paint Up” campaigns. The event was filmed and the newspapers carried stories of the event, with photographs, for several days.

1923 “The Kiwanis Club” holds its convention in Atlanta for the first of several times. 3,854 Kiwanians are in attendance. At this time there are 1,043 Kiwanis clubs in the United States and Canada with some 78,961 members. It was estimated that 884 cars would be needed for use during the convention.20
In January 1924: By this date “Kiwanis Club International,” as the organization was then known, had well over 1,200 clubs and almost 90,000 members.
 This photo shows the Officers of Kiwanis Club International, including Atlanta’s Henry C. Heinz, who would become President of the international organization in 1927. At the Kiwanis International Convention in Denver, members of the Atlanta club play a decisive role in formulating the permanent Kiwanis objectives.24 Today these Objectives remain in place throughout the world of Kiwanis.
Photo
In that same year, The International Committee on Music publishes the first edition of “Songs of Kiwanis.” stating that “It is now universally recognized in Kiwanis that music is one of the most important features of the program.” “Songs of Kiwanis, The Official Song Book of Kiwanis International,” is republished in a revised edition. This second edition contained words and/or music for 188 songs.

1924 The club donates $5,000.00 toward the purchase of land on which the

present Hillside facilities are located. 
(Photo) On January, 26th of 1925, The club’s Board endorses The Atlanta Constitution’s campaign advocating a law that would prevent the legal sale of pistols in the state. [Second Amendment be damned!]

 PHOTO By 1925, the club’s luncheons moved to The Hotel Ansley, later re-named The Dinkler Plaza Hotel. Luncheon cost was one dollar ($1.00), twenty-five (25) cents of which went to the Home for the Friendless Fund. The Tuesday luncheon meetings stayed at The Dinkler Plaza until April 6, 1971.

Also in this year. The club challenges the local Civitan contingent to a baseball game at Ponce de Leon Park (photo) and, in a spirit of helpfulness, provided bicycles for the outfielders to ride to their positions.25
In this 1927 PHOTO, Club member Henry C. Heinz, is inaugurated as President of Kiwanis International. The “Heinz Award” given annually by the Georgia District of Kiwanis is named for him.

 The archives of Kiwanis International contain a photograph of what is believed to be President Henry Heinz’ return to Atlanta’s Union Station, following his election as President. He was greeted on his return by the Mayor and accompanied by his wife, Lucy Candler Heinz, and Club President John L.Westmoreland.

 September 1929 “The Home For the Friendless” changes its name to “Hillside Cottages, a friendly home for children.” 
1930 PHOTO The Kiwanis Cottage at Hillside Cottages is completed, equipped and furnished. This included a laundry, electric refrigeration and necessities, all at a cost of $35,000.00, paid in full by the club membership. When the move of Hillside to Courtenay Drive is completed 80 children are in residence.

December 1931 Christmas tree, toys and turkeys were furnished for a banquet for 82 children and 12 adults at Hillside Cottages.

1932 (photo) Carl E. Endicott is inaugurated as President of Kiwanis International. He originally joined Kiwanis in 1919 in Huntington, IN. but on November 24, 1936 his membership was transferred to the Atlanta Kiwanis Club. He remained a member of the Atlanta club until December 4, 1942.
4 March 1933 Kiwanian Franklin D. Roosevelt (photo) becomes the 32nd President of the United States, serving until his death in 1945.

1933 At the depth of the Depression, (photo) the club donates funds for transportation of 1,000,000 sweet potato plants to be distributed in Atlanta to the destitute of Atlanta.31 The plants were donated by the Kiwanis Club of Baxley, Georgia, as part of its celebration of “Sweet Potato Plant Day.”32
In 1935, after a tornado struck Gainesville, GA. our club sent the Gainesville Kiwanis Club $200.00 to be used for relief of tornado suffering and an additional $100.00 in supplies for relief. $400.00 is donated to Hillside Cottages to provide additional furnishings for Kiwanis Cottage.
And finally let me end with a few words about our 
1935 through 1938, through the efforts of the club members Col. Ben L. Bugg, Henry Heinz and club president-elect Jesse Draper, along with other community leaders, the Salvation Army, and the Rotary, Lions and Civitan clubs, enthusiasm for starting the Atlanta Boys Club was generated. This began our club’s involvement with Boys and Girls Clubs which continues

to this day.
22 February 1938, a special Kiwanis luncheon, broadcast live by WAGA radio, provides fresh impetus to the efforts of Kiwanians to start a Boys Club in Atlanta.38 The luncheon featured Sanford Bates of New York, Executive Director of the Boys Clubs of America, as principal speaker.

In that yera, after only five months of operation, the Boys Club had “almost 500 members.” In that first year Kiwanis supported nutrition at the club through the daily milk program offered at the club’s “Milk Bar,” along with substantial cash contributions and paint for the clubhouse. This work was guided by member John Blick who chaired the U. P. V. That Committee is credited with being a source of money, equipment and food for the Boys Club during its first years.35
 At one time Kiwanis furnished money to provide suppers to the boys and “as many as 6,000 half-pints of milk to the club every month.”36 In later years boys were encouraged to come to the clubs in the afternoon, showering and then swimming in the pools. While the boys were swimming, staff members collected their clothes, washed, dried and folded them, returning them to the boys as they exited the pool. Many of the boys then lined up in front of the kitchen to get a bowl of soup or beans or a sandwich and some milk. Kiwanis gave funds to supply the suppers as well as the milk that was provided through the Kiwanis Milk Bar. For many boys living in South Atlanta, it was the only regular meal they received.
And so story continues to this day. I am proud of what we were able to do for our community’s youth, but I am even more proud of what you have done since to meet the demands of a modern city and continue to uphold the values and objectives of Kiwanis.
I would now like to ask President Blake to join me at the podium to lead our members in a rousing singing of that “Songs of Kiwanis” favorite, Hail Kiwanis.

Uh oh, it looks like my time has run out and I must return to Westview. Henry and I are organizing a tour of the mausoleum and I don’t want to be late! Perhaps we can sing together at our 200th aniversray…I’ll be here!
