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INTRODUCTION
We would like to briefly describe our club’s involvement with a Rotary International Project called Books for the World. This project began with a Rotary Club in Houston which noticed a large number of school textbooks being sent to a local landfill. Knowing the keen need for books in other parts of our world, these Rotarians began a collaborative effort to collect, pack, ship and distribute children’s books to Rotary Distribution Centers in Africa and other parts of the world where English is one of the primary languages.

District 7150, in upstate New York, is spearheading New York’s effort to join in this initiative.

Often our international projects require nothing more of our club than a check; club members are unable to be involved or engaged in the actual project of digging a well or building a latrine.

In contrast, Books for the World is a hands-on, cost effective and rewarding experience for our Rotary members who have the pleasure of selecting children’s books and knowing that they will soon be in the hand of children who will love and cherish them. We ask volunteers for only an hour or two of their time, thus making this international project attractive and doable for many Rotarians.

PROJECT STATUS TO DATE

The Ithaca Rotary Club was the first club in our district of 7170 to participate in the Books for the World project. We initiated the project in September of 2010 at the Friends of the Library book sale where we purchased 1500 books on the day when the price of a child’s book was ten cents. Twenty four cartons of books were set on a pallet, shrink wrapped and picked up at no charge by a trucker who was heading for Houston.

Our second project, led by Rotarian Drs. Jim Fogel and Raj Rao, collected used medical and nursing textbooks from the medical staff at the Cayuga Medical Center. Sixteen cartons of books were collected during spring of 2011.

Our third project was a return visit to the Friends of the Library Books sale in May of 2011 where we purchased 1384 books, packing them into 32 cartons which are now headed for children and doctors around the world.
Books for the World has the potential to grow. We have asked the Ithaca City School District if they will donate their surplus textbooks to this project. Other Rotary clubs in Tompkins County could also approach their respective school districts, and/or partner with us underwriting the costs of obtaining books at the Friends book sale.

OUR PARTNERS

This project has also been an outstanding example of collaborations among the following organizations:
· Challenge Industries, which provided the transportation and storage for the cartons of books

· Alpha Sigma Phi, Cornell University, who provided the manpower to lift and move the cartons.

· Ithaca College Rotaract, which provided assistance with the packing of the cartons.

· Friends of the Library, who made their site accessible to us during non-public hours

FUTURE PROJECTS

A. Currently, we have 24 cartons of donated unsorted textbooks in my garage. In order to be part of the Books for the World project, there needs to be at least ten identical textbooks. We will seek the assistance of volunteers to help unpack the cartons and sort the books. Those which cannot be used in the Books for the World Project will be sent to the Friends of the Library.  In addition, a textbook dealer will donate medical textbooks, which will add to this shipment. 


B. The Friends of the Library Fall book sale will be held in October, 2011. If we wish to continue to use the Friends book sale as a source of inexpensive books, we will need to inform the Friends that we will be back for the third time. We may include the Friends Spring 2012 sale as a possibility

C. The Ithaca City School District is currently canvassing schools to find out how many unused and surplus textbooks exist. They will donate these to Rotary. Rotary volunteers will be used to pick up  and pack these textbooks.

COSTS

Full pallet: 24 cartons, tape, tape dispenser, labels




$165

Books: Donated (i.e. textbooks)






      0
Books: Purchased at the Friends of the Library book sale



$160

We welcome the involvement of the Ithaca Sunrise Rotary Club in the Books for the World project.
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