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Cosmopolitan Rays, July 21, 2025





President Becky Kerr Called 
the Meeting to order at 
12:00 PM.



President Becky Kerr, led 
the Members in the Pledge 
Of Allegiance.







Jim Schuh, Led the 
Members in Prayer.





President Becky Kerr  talked 
about the upcoming 
Membership and Awards night 
at Thirsty’s on August 1st.  She 
also said that beginning August 
1st, any member that voluntees 
to work events will have their 
name entered in a drawing 
with others with the chance to 
win a $50.. Gift card.





Club Secretary Rhonda 
Reuwsaat presented new 
Member Rob Varilek with 
his new Member 
Information. Welcome to 
the Club Rob.



Club Treasure Jim Keck 
introduced Wes Aston and 
Lynn Lindell from Black Hills 
Corp. 



Club Treasure Jim Keck 
introduced Wes Aston and 
Lynn Lindell from Black Hills 
Corp. They will be talking 
about their Wildfire Safety 
and Prevention.



They were talking to the 
Club about Black Hills Corps 

Wildfire Safety & 
Prevention Program. They 
will be talking about their 

Wildfire Safety and 
Prevention.



















SAFETY AND RESILIENCE

We're committed to operating a safe and reliable electric system. Being prepared and 
protecting against wildfire is a year-round effort.

WILDFIRE PREVENTION
We are continually working to strengthen and enhance the resiliency of our electric system 
and critical infrastructure, so our customers have the safe and reliable power they need and 
expect.
This includes strengthening our electric system and critical infrastructure to help prevent 
wildfires.
We are taking a multilayered approach to reduce wildfire risk through our asset programs, 
integrity programs and operational response. Details are available in our Wildfire Mitigation 
Plan.
To expand upon this effort, we are actively working to have a Public Safety Power Shutoff 
program in place by mid-year 2025.



WHAT IS A PUBLIC SAFETY POWER SHUTOFF?
A Public Safety Power Shutoff is a last resort safety measure to prevent the 
electric system from becoming a potential source of ignition, reducing the 
chances of our facilities causing a wildfire. It entails selectively and 
intentionally turning off power to a portion of a service area when high-risk 
fire weather and fuel conditions occur.

A Public Safety Power Shutoff is a community response and determining how 
and when to shut off power is a complex decision for utilities and community 
partners. Your partnership is crucial as we work together to protect our 
communities and customers from the threat of wildfire.

Visit blackhillsenergy.com/wildfire-safety for more details about our Wildfire 
Mitigation Plan and our Public Safety Power Shutoff program progress.





At Black Hills Energy, the safety of our customers, employees and communities is our 
highest priority. Being prepared and preventing against wildfires is a year-round effort.
The risk of wildfire has increased and continues to grow. We all have a role to play in safety 
and prevention.



Be prepared
Are you ready for wildfires or other emergencies?
A little preparation goes a long way. Learn how you can be prepared for whatever mother 
nature might bring.



Update contact information
We want to help keep you informed. The best way to get important updates, safety, and 
outage notifications is to update your contact information In your online account.



Asset programs
We  take proactive steps to protect our communities by managing  vegetation and 

patrolling our  powerlines to identify and mitigate hazards.



Integrity programs
We invest in improving the reliability of our system to reduce wildfire risk. This includes 
retrofitting equipment to minimize wildlife interaction and evaluating opportunities to 

replace powerlines with underground systems where feasible.



Operational response
We use 24/7 weather forecasting and adjust practices during high-fire-risk weather.



Public Safety Power Shutoff

To expand upon this effort, we're actively working to have a Public Safety 
Power Shutoff (PSPS) program in place by mid-summer
2025. The Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) program is a last resort safety 
tool, to mitigate wildfire risk when high-fire-risk weather conditions are 
present.

A PSPS involves selectively and proactively shutting off power to high-risk fire 
areas during extreme weather conditions until those conditions improve. By 
turning off power in these areas we can mitigate the risk of electrical 
equipment becoming a source of ignition. We know the inconvenience and 
hardship that can be caused by an extended outage.

We'll provide more details as our program develops.





Planning for prevention
Our Wildfire Mitigation Plan outlines our adoption of risk-reduction strategies to protect 
against wildfire in our service territories. We're committed to the ongoing development 
and implementation of risk-reduction strategies to help protect our communities, 
customers and employees.



Wildfire prevention and safety
We all need to work together and take proactive steps to reduce the risk. Learn more 
about what you can do to be prepared and help prevent wildfire.



Member Nancy Trautman 
spoke to the Members 
about the By Law changes 
to be voted on at the 
International Convention.

































Marcie Sanders was the Lucky 
Mrs. X person. She gave the 

$5.00 back to the Club.



Rhonda Reuwsaat was the 
Lucky 50-50 Raffle winner. 
She won $10.00 and gave 
$2.00 back gave to the 
Club.



Kelly Whiting was 
the Lucky Duce of 
Diamonds winner. 
He drew the Ace 
of Hearts. There 
were 16 cards left 
and it was worth 
$305.00..



Upcoming Cosmopolitan Meetings

 

July 24-27, 2025. International Convention Kansas City, Mo.

July 28, 2025. No Meeting because of International Convention

August 1,  2025. Cosmo Membership and Awards Night at Thirsty’s (6:00 PM)

August 4, 2025. No Meeting. Week of Sturgis Bike Rally

 

 



Member Birthdays           
 

Name          Date 
Daughters, Deb   July 2
Keck, Jr., Jim        July 17
Locke, Clay             July 17
Preston, Jim        July 27
Trautman, Nancy   July 28



Date Joined RC 
Cosmopolitan Club

Name           Years            Date

 Preston, Jim 29 years    Jul. 15 1996

 



Cosmo Ushering 
Event Coordinators
Please e-mail or call 
the team in charge to 
sign up for the event 
or if you need to 
cancel. 

• Becky Kerr – Theater  barefootbecky3209@gmail.com                   
   (C) (605) 391-8738

• Karl Merbach – Ice Arena  emckarl@aol.com                   
    (C) (605)-939-9299

• Kelly & Lori Whiting – Summit and Barnett Arena             
    kwhiting@rap.midco.net 

   (C) (605) 430-4283

• Rod Gunn–Club’s Website https://portal.clubrunner.co/101337  
   (C) 605 381-3532

• Rhonda Reuwsaat                     Facebook Coordinator

    “RC Cosmopolitan” 

    rhonda.reuwsaat@gmail.com

    © (605)-209-0615

mailto:barefootbecky3209@gmail.com
mailto:emckarl@aol.com
https://portal.clubrunner.co/101337
mailto:rhonda.reuwsaat@gmail.com


Rapid City 
Cosmopolitan Club President

•Becky Kerr
•PO Box 994
•Rapid City, South Dakota
•57709 









Rapid City Cosmopolitan 
Club Sergent Of Arms

•Kathy Miller
•Rapid City, South Dakota 







Cosmopolitan Yearly Board Members

1 Year Board Member Club Board Member Richard Edelen 

1 Year Board Member Club Board Member  

2 Year Board Member Club Board Member Lenny Wright 

2 Year Board Member Club Board Member Dave Daughters 

3 Year Board Member Club Board Member Susan Dittman 

3 Year Board Member Club Board Member Sonny Magnuson





North Central Federation
Governor Deb Peterson

petedoug44@sio.midco.net



Cosmopolitan International Executive Director

• In today’s dynamic landscape, where competition is 
fierce, organizations are constantly seeking innovative 
ways to retain their members. Now more than ever, 
the key to longevity lies not only in acquiring new 
members but also in fostering a deep sense of 
engagement and belonging within existing ones. Enter 
the World of Winners (WOW), a realm where 
membership transcends mere transactions, offering an 
immersive experience that captivates and retains.

   Melvina Newman

   headquarters@cosmopolitan.org





President
John Kyrsak

Western Canada Federation
john.krysak@cosmopolitan.org



President-Elect
Tom Grimes

Mid-States Federation
tom.grimes@cosmopolitan.org



VP for Membership & New Clubs
Cheryl MacKenzie

Western Canada Federation
cheryl.mackenzie@cosmopolitan,org



VP for Finance
Phil Hanson, CPA

Mo-Kan Federation
phil.hanson@cosmopolitan.org



VP for Marketing & Fundraising
Sheila Anderson

North Central Federation
sheila.anderson@cosmopolitan.org



Judge Advocate
Jim McVay

Cornbelt Federation (At-Large)
jim.mcvay@cosmopolitan.org



Executive Director
Melvina Newman

North Central Federation
headquarters@cosmopolitan.org
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