Cosmopolitan Ray’s December 15, 2025
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President Becky
Kerr Called the
Meeting to
order at
12:00 PM.




President Becky
Kerr, led the
Members in the

Pledge Of
Allegiance.













Jim Schuh, Led the
Members in Prayer.
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ce Hockey Coordinator Karl
Merbach talked to the
Members about the
upcoming Rush Hockey
games on December 27t &
December 315t




Club Member Rachel
Edelen introduced possible
new Members Jan Tens and
Susan Hade.




Jan Tens



Susan Hade.




President Becky Kerr read a s
note from Honorariy _
Member Bernice Miller. She *
thanked the Club for all
they do and gave everyone
a homemade dish cloth.
Yhank you Bernice for those
and all the work you do for

the Club.







Club Member Rick Edelen
presented to the Club
Information about his recent
trip to Romania with his
Rushmore Rotary Club to make
and present wheeelchairs to
children in Romania and
Ukraine that needed them.

Thank uou Rick for
doing that. Great Job.




FAITH. COMMUNITY. POSSIBILITIES.

1800 19TH STREET P.O. BOX 95
ROCK VALLEY, IA 51247
(712) 476-2737

REPRESENTING 40 ROTARY CLUBS IN
SOUTH DAKOTA, MINNESOTA, IOWA




THE MISSION:

——
WHEELCHAIR DISTRIBUTION TO HANDICAPPED CHILDREN IN

ROMANIA & UKRAINE

THE ORGANIZATIONS:

HOPE HAVEN INTERNATIONAL & ROTARY CLUBS IN
BUCHAREST & BARLAD, ROMANIA; CHISINAU, MOLDOVA;
AND IZMAIL, UKRAINE

TIMELINE: OCTOBER 20-31, 2025

——




THE TEAM:
-
Mark Siemonsma, Team Leader, Custer Rotary

Lindsay Rose, Daughter of Mark, Spirit Lake, MN
Steve Sikorski, Downtown Sioux Falls Rotary
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' THE TEAM:

Shawn mry Walters, Rushmore Rotary
Rick Edelen, Rushmore Rotary
Linda Peterson, Rushmore Rotary




THE TEAM:

Dan & MicHelIe Hutt, Custer Rotary
Scott & Valerie Parsley, l\/ladiie_rl Rotary




THE TEAM:
Julie Gom P.T. & Dan Gordon, Denver, CO

Daniel, Cristi, George, Hope Haven Staff, Romania
T—




Day 1-2: Team Arrives after 3 flights to Bucharest,
Romaniz

Hotel Continental, Bucharest, Romania

Dinner at Hotel, Meeting the Tea
———




Day 3: Bucharest: Rotary Volunteers with Social Services
Staff

Work: unMnd setup wheelchairs, custom fit to handicapped
children, consult with Cismigu Rotarians about future grants.
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Recipients and Families

Each child ifferent handicaps, requiring the volunteers to custom-
fit the chair—resourcing parts from supplies and using multiple tools.
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Day 4: Bucharest

Visit hand%rphanage Organizatia Suedeza to refit residents
with upgraded chairs, to custom-fit their disabilities.




Day 5: small team ticted s children in one family.

Genetic dismwn in 3 of 4 children. Remaining team members
toured Bucharest.
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Day 3 to 5: Food and camaraderie with team and hosts

Romanianslove to make meals a reason to celebrate with ALL the
ethic foods! We visited Harp Irish Bar, Excalibur, & Caru cu Bere.




Day 6: Travel to Barlad, Romania

Travel by 2 vans and car, touring winery, meeting home hosts.




~ Day 7: Barlad, Romania

Touring hospital elevator Rotary project, Sunday outdoor market,




Day 8: Travel to Izmail, Ukraine

Passport chectpoints, air raids, dinner. Our team was honored for
our bravery to visit and commitment to their wheelchair project.
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Day 9: Izmail, Ukraine

-

Cleaned chairs, custom-fitted handicapped children to chairs,

interviewed for video.




Teamwork.

The team worked together to make the chairs clean and fit.




Rotary Club dinner, video.

Izmail Rotary started the grant 6 years ago. Our team helped them wrap

up the grant. Video taken during our workday was shown that evening.
’
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Day 10: Travel to Constanza, Romania

Moment of Remembrance across Ukraine at 9 AM everyday. Fording
the Danube by ferry. Ice cream while waiting at check points.
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Day 11: Sunrise at Black Sea, Travel to Bucharest

Team relaxed at Hard Rock Cafe. Enjoyed chocolates! Packed up.




- Day 12: Returned home, project takeaways:

| Scott & Va@lev: Helping people is the greatest life-changing
work. Thanks to Hope Haven and Rotary District 5610 we were able
to help others. | was also so very toushed by the Ukrainians

| optimism and gratefulness for our help. Working on wheelchairs

| with other Rotarians I'd never met before blessed me twice:
making new friendships with team, and the children

receiving wheelchairs and their families. ,V i
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Project takeaways:

Linda Petem.l learned we could help handicapped children
without having skills with wheelchairs. My heart was filled © %
with emotion and satisfaction, espeCIally seeing my
ancestors’ country of Ukraine.

Rick Edelen: What a wonderful trip we had, we were able
to serve many children in Romania and Ukraine. It was very &g
powerful to see the smile on the kids faces and the 15
appreciation the parents had for all of us. The parents were (a2 A
all very thankful for their new wheelchair. oy
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Project takeaways:

Shawn Walt@ialt was really satisfying to help ease the worries of
the parents. It was clear that they devote their lives to their

disabled children and a new chair seemed to help = llﬂgl

calm their anxiety a bit. _— Li"iifi j.
John & Carol Schneider: | am so impressed that e
Rotarians around the world can network together to '>£\

Do Good in the World. And also be so welcoming and
supportive of our cause.
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Project takeaways:

Dan Hutt:Mménia and Ukraine we saw frightened children
carried in by weary parents. After work with trained Hope Haven
staff and Rotary volunteers from ourgdistrict and the host countries,
the children left with wheelchairs and smiles, and all they left were
the smiles on our faces. I'll always remember the smiles!

Michelle Hutt: The people of Izmail are so strong, resilient, amazing
and beautiful is my sense. Somehow they still weave together
threads of hope and joyin thelr daily lives. We Ieave}'
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John Duffield was
the Lucky Mrs. X for
the Day. He won

$5.00.
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Susan Dittman was the
Lucky 50-50 winner.
She won $15.00 and

&
-

gave $5.00 back to the @

o
M

Club.
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0 ' Rhonda Reuwsaat
i was the Lucky 2 of
&= Diamonds Winner.

She drew the King
of Hearts. There
were 3 Cards left
and it was worth
$483.50.

(So Sorry)



Upcoming Cosmopolitan Meetings

December 22, 2025. No meeting Christmas week.
December 22, 2025. No meeting New Years week.
January 5, 2026. Meeting at Noon at Thirsty’s
January 12, 2026. Meeting at Noon at Thirsty’s
January 19, 2026. No Meeting-Martin Luther King Day.
January 26, 2026. Meeting at Noon at Thirsty’s

February 2, 2026. Meeting at Noon at Thirsty’s



Member Birthdays

Name Date

Vaughn, Sue December 9
Murchison, Robbie December 12
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Date Joined RC
Cosmopolitan Club

Name

Years

Date

Thompson, Amy
Thompson, Ray
Magnuson, Sonny
Scholl, BilI8 years
Thomsen, Mark

¥ Preston, Dee

0 years 0 months
0 years 0 months
12 years 0 months
0 months

21 years 0 months
14 years 0 months

Nov 01 2025
Nov 01 2025
Nov 08 2013
Nov 08 2017
Nov 15 2004
Nov 16 2011



* Becky Kerr — Theater barefootbecky3209@gmail.com
(C) (605) 391-8738

e Karl Merbach - Ice Arena emckarl@aol.com
(C) (605)-939-9299

Cosmo Ushering
Event Coordinators

Please e-mail or call
the team in charge to

Lori 7 Kelly Whiting — Summit and Barnett Arena
loriewhitingl3@gmail.com
(C) (695) 484-4625

Sign Up for the event Rod Gunn—Club’s Website https://portal.clubrunner.co/101337
or if you need to (C) 605 381-3532

cancel. '

* Rhonda Reuwsaat Facebook Coordinator

“RC Cosmopolitan”

rhonda.reuwsaat@qmail.col

© (605)-209-0615 .
—



mailto:barefootbecky3209@gmail.com
mailto:emckarl@aol.com
https://portal.clubrunner.co/101337
mailto:rhonda.reuwsaat@gmail.com

Rapid City
Cosmopolitan Club President

*Becky Kerr

*PO Box 994

* Rapid City, South Dakota
57709




Rapid City
Cosmopolitan Club
President Elect

* Kelly Whiting
* Rapid City, South Dakota




Rapid City
Cosmopolitan
Club Secretary

. Rhonda Reuwsatt
* Rapid City, South Dakota




Rapid City
Cosmopolitan Club
Treasurer

.Jim Keck Jr.
* Rapid City, South Dakota




Rapid City Cosmopolitan
Club Sergent Of Arms

*Kathy Miller
*Rapid City, South Dakota




CFC Board
Member

CFC Board Member

John Duffield
Rapid City, South Dakota




CDF Board
Member

CDF Board Member

BOB White
Rapid City, South Dakota




Cosmopolitan Yearly Board Members

1 Year Board Member

2 Year Board Member

2 Year Board Member

3 Year Board Member

3 Year Board Member

3 Year Board Member

Club Board Member

Club Board Member

Club Board Member

Club Board Member

Club Board Member

Club Board Member

Dave Daughters
Richard Edelen
Susan Dittman
Lorie Whiting
Lenny Wright

Karl Merbach




. Deb Peterson Governor R nm 1.«».
. pet f _oug44@s:o.m:dy.snét
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North Central Federation
Governor Deb Peterson
petedougd44@sio.midco.net




Cosmopolitan International Executive Director

* In today’s dynamic landscape, where competition is
fierce, organizations are constantly seeking innovative
ways to retain their members. Now more than ever,
the key to longevity lies not only in acquiring new
members but also in fostering a deep sense of
engagement and belonging within existing ones. Enter
the World of Winners (WOW), a realm where
membership transcends mere transactions, offering an
immersive experience that captivates and retains.

Melvina Newman
headquarters@cosmopolitan.org




WHAT IS YOUR WISH FOR
COSMOPOLITAN INTERNATIONAL -

:‘5 SKY'S THE LIMIT!

.....
,_’ ACTION - B



President
John Kyrsak
Western Canada Federation
john.krysak@cosmopolitan.org




President-Elect
Tom Grimes
Mid-States Federation
tom.grimes@cosmopolitan.org




VP for Membership & New Clubs
Cheryl MacKenzie
Western Canada Federation
cheryl.mackenzie@cosmopolitan,org




VP for Finance
Phil Hanson, CPA
Mo-Kan Federation
phil.hanson@cosmopolitan.org




VP for Marketing & Fundraising
Sheila Anderson
North Central Federation
sheila.anderson@cosmopolitan.org




Judge Advocate
Jim McVay
Cornbelt Federation (At-Large)
jim.mcvay@cosmopolitan.org




Executive Director
Melvina Newman
North Central Federation
headquarters@cosmopolitan.org
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