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1 

Governance documents 

Rotary's governance documents provide the structure for Rotary 
International's policies and procedures. 

Rotary’s constitutional documents 

The constitutional documents are the primary governing documents 
for RI. They provide the foundation of RI's policies and procedures for 
clubs and districts. 

• Constitution of Rotary International (PDF)

• Bylaws of Rotary International (PDF)

• Standard Rotary Club Constitution (PDF)

These documents are updated every three years by the Council on 
Legislation. Learn more about the Council on Legislation. 

Manual of Procedure 

The Manual of Procedure is published every three years to reflect 
the updated constitutional documents, with the changes adopted by 
the Council on Legislation. The manual also includes Rotary's 
Strategic Plan, the Recommended Rotary Club Bylaws, and the 
Bylaws of The Rotary Foundation. Clubs and districts are guided by 
the Manual of Procedure. 

hhttps://my.rotary.org/document/constitution-rotary-internationalttps:/my.rotary.org/document/constitution-rotary-international
https://my.rotary.org/document/bylaws-rotary-international
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https://my.rotary.org/document/manual-procedure-035


https://my.rotary.org/en/document/recommended-rotary-club-bylaws-doc
https://my.rotary.org/document/rotary-code-policies
https://my.rotary.org/document/rotary-code-policies-amendments
https://my.rotary.org/document/rotary-foundation-code-policies


https://my.rotary.org/document/standard-rotaract-club-constitution
https://my.rotary.org/document/standard-rotaract-club-constitution
https://my.rotary.org/document/recommended-rotaract-club-bylaws
https://my.rotary.org/en/who-we-are/about-rotary/councils
https://my.rotary.org/en/who-we-are/about-rotary/board-decisions
https://my.rotary.org/en/who-we-are/about-rotary/trustee-decisions
https://my.rotary.org/en/who-we-are/about-rotary/trustee-decisions
https://my.rotary.org/en/board-and-trustees-meetings
https://brandcenter.rotary.org/en-us/


Page 1 of 3 

Guiding principles 

These principles have been developed over the years to 

provide Rotarians with a strong, common purpose and 

direction. They serve as a foundation for our relationships 

with each other and the actions we take in the world. 

Object of Rotary 

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal 

of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, 

to encourage and foster: 

FIRST: The development of acquaintance as an 

opportunity for service; 

SECOND: High ethical standards in business and 

professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all 

useful occupations; and the dignifying of each 

Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve 

society; 

THIRD: The application of the ideal of service in 

each Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life; 

FOURTH: The advancement of international 
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