MINUTES FOR DNA MONTHLY MEETING
JULY 13, 2026
 
In attendance
Glen Salas - board
Amelia Paradise – board
Beverly Salas – board
Dick Deischel – neighbor
Margaret Connealy – neighbor
Danny Senn – neighbor
Adrienne – neighbor (owns a property on Orchard)
Tom Ed White – neighbor (lives Edo area in old Abq high)
Melanie Lewis – neighbor, Lew Wallace Elementary
Peter – downtown Abq News
Maja Sadoikovic – neighbor (would like to be on the board)
Susan Deischel - neighbor
Justin Rogers – neighbor
Leila Salim - board
Yen Kha – neighbor
Ben Bean – board
Matthew Cox – neighbor (who also works for the City)
Adrien Carver – neighbor and represents this community of the planning commission
 
Approve June Meeting minutes – Amelia
· approved
· Leila uploaded, and will teach Amelia
 
Treasurer’s report – Glen
12,988.00 no activity since last month except bank fee
 
Start conversations around: Goals, Mission, Process, Board Roles – Anjali & Amelia
AMP: Start with some of my own noticing and questions, as reason for the WHY I wanted to lead us through this.  The way I see this, we have a 3-part conversation ahead of us that looks at:
1. the values animating our group as DNA (why did you join the board?  What is important to you?)
2. the goals we want to achieve (what do you want to accomplish and offer community or do, as a member of the DNA and the Board?)
3. the process (how we will do it?)
And all of this grounded is honoring and knowing our historical context.
 
Let’s start a conversation today about Values (purpose, principles) to ground us.
Historically … From Bylaws (when were these written?  Have they ever been updated?  Is that something we might want to consider?)
 


Purpose
The DOWNTOWN NEIGHBORHOODS ASSOCIATION, hereinafter referred to as DNA, is a not for profit association. The purpose of the DNA shall be to preserve and enhance neighborhoods located in the downtown area of the City of Albuquerque so that the quality of life in this area shall be in keeping with the social, environmental, cultural and historic needs and interests of the residents. To this end the DNA may sponsor cooperative planning, research, fund raising and public education programs as they are deemed necessary.
Ø Not sure I would say that entirely today as a person who was part of writing this statement.  Particularly, because I think neighborhood associations have stood in the way of infill.
Ø The wording on this infill WAS already changed
Ø For the residents (vs businesses and shoppers)
Ø “preservation” is interesting, because we are forced to do this as a part of the overlay.  What is  the line on policing this, since it is a big part of the community
Ø Historically, if someone has a complaint, coming through us is valuable (we have more pull than an individual
Ø We are a nonprofit (we did this so we could receive money from movie production)
 
 
From DNA website, last updated 2012
Principles
· believing our streets add up to living neighborhoods that are diverse, lively, and lovely
· DNA organization should keep communications open with everyone in our communities, through the newsletter, talking with neighbors, and through events that bring people together
· I am here to connect with communicating
· Engage with businesses for more abundance (tactic à recruit: law firms, castle coffee,  hotel arrive, small business, business that have a principle of supporting community growth)
Values Now
Why did you join the board?  Why did you come to the meeting?  What is important to you?
· I care about creating community because I believe in community and supporting the arts and I joined when the board was in a time of need 4 years ago
· To have a positive impact on the community (it hasn’t always been this way)  I am here to be proud of what we do
· The deep reflection is important. We used to have a meaningful retreat - Why don’t we have one anymore?  We can’t evolve without one a retreat.
· I am here to energize the neighborhood. I want to make a positive impact for the neighborhood I live in.  I have lots of ideas, and energy for this.
· I am here to get connected to my neighbors and the neighborhood.  My goals have been quite aesthetic and also, safety. 
· There is power in being a kind bee, if the city wants to give funds, we can make the hard asks to get more resources for the neighborhood to benefit (beautify, safer, more desirable place to live or have a business.)
· Music is very important to me, and I play in neighborhood oriented events, and music is a good way to build community, especially outside.  I’d like to help support music as a part of community building, especially for children. (block parties, porch fest)
· I love connectedness and I am always representing those who attend Lew Wallace.  It is no longer a neighborhood school.  What does it mean to have a “community school” when there is no local community attending.  This impacts both the neighborhood and the school.  I am here because this can be an antidote cultural neighborhood dissolution.
· I joined the board to bring a Strong Towns perspective to the board.  Core pillars: promotes walkability, self-resiliency (growth!), and transparency in local government. Walkability (and bike ability) is really important to me.  I am also really excited about the mural.
· I care about street activation and want to implement open-door policies, and getting to know everyone.  A sense of security derived from knowing the people around me.
· I am looking to build community, and community resiliency is really important to me, and the first step in knowing everyone, so we can know and meet each other’s needs (current and future residents.)
· I am really interested in the work we used to do with committees (safety, planning, hospitality, traffic study.)  I am also interested in clean, well-cared for place.  I am also really interested in the idea of a board retreat
· I am here to promote my business, and I have energy for joining the board. I care deeply about children.  Where I grew up, there were regular block parties.  I loved these as a kid, and I would like to host a block party on my block.  Education, recycling, walkability, fire and potluck gatherings.  I want my neighbors to be my friends, and we have a rolodex of services we can offer each other.  Self-reliance at the neighborhood level.  Open door policy.  I started growing food, and want to give my seedlings and food away.
· It all about the community for me.
· I want people who want to live here to be able to live here, and have what they need.  This includes homeowners and renters.   This extends to the unsheltered people, too.
· Also, bringing strong towns values.  I came to the meetings 10 years ago, and felt like my contribution didn’t matter.  Community resilience.  Skill sharing of survival and old-timey skills. Sharing resources, skills, tools. Equity and justice are my strongest values. I want my voice to be a part of zoning. I want more neighbors.
· Building local relationships in the face of systems collapse. Having this group be attuned to the needs of the people who live here (sheltered and unsheltered) and that we do what the collective needs and are not only attuned to the homeowners, or folks who have more financial resource.
· Work hard, give back, and do what is needed. Yes, block parties! Yes, neighborhood resilience.
 
Murals in the neighborhood (grant proposal wasn’t successful – now what?) – Yen & Bev
· We did not get the money BernCo money, and there is disappointment.
· Yen has lots of ideas for fundraising
· We work together and give it back, too.
· COMMITTEE MEETING: We have an informal mural committee in the making with Yen & Bev & Maja who will present at the next meeting.
· Bev has identified a location for a mural (7th & Slate & Mountain)
· They want two murals, and have the idea for one of them to be a representation of the mountains
· Maja is an artist and doesn’t want to get paid and might be available to paint, but also would like to have the materials paid for.
· UNM continuing ed. teaches a mural class, and maybe we can benefit from that?
 


Oct. 17 Neighborhood Night Out planning – Glen
· COMMITTEE MEETING:  Nancy, Matthew, Danny, Maja, Ben – this crew will meet and present at the next meeting
· Giant Jenga (can Matt get it?)  The climbing wall is already booked
· Yen will potentially put together a poll for joining committees
 
How do we thank Home Tour homeowners?
· We put in notes and thanked them formally before the event
· We used to give them a $50 Lowe’s gift card and they told us it was unnecessary
· There is a suggestion to have a picnic.
· There is a suggestion to give gift card
· There is a suggestion to give flowers
· They participate for fun, and so perhaps that is enough
· Maja will see if we can get 20 philharmonic tickets
· Perhaps we don’t need to give gifts.
 
Short discussion about DNA Board & Officers – Glen   
· (There was not time for this agenda item)
 
Future Agenda Items for August Meeting
· Part 2: Goals (Amelia & Anjali)
· Mural Committee report back (Bev, Yen, Maja)
· Oct 17 Committee report back (Nancy, Matthew, Danny, Maja, Ben)
· Do we want to thank the homeowners further?  If so, how?
· Donation to Lew Wallace:  what is the process for asking/giving donation
· Review Poll results from Yen’s poll
· Short Discussion about DNA Board & Officers
